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To the Right Honourable 


I WILLIAM 
Earl of Derby, Lord of Man, and the Iſles, &c. 


My Lord, 
I was a received Maxim in the Roman Fudicatories, To Con- 


demm no Man till he were admitted to anſwer for himſelf, which 
being agreeable to the Laws of Natural Juſtice, an4 the pre- 
vailing Sentinients of Mankind, 1 doubt not, but will pais with 
Your Honour, for an equitable Rule of Judgment. 
' The Re&or of Bury hath Putliſh'd a horrid Charge againſt a 
great Body of People, the Diſſenting Proteſtants, ot Corrupting 
the Word of God, by Printing the Word Te inſtead of We in 
AFs-6. 3. and preſumes to ſheltcy himfelf under your Great and Ho- 
zonrable Name, by which he hopes to render it unccnteſtable, and 
to give it 4 more general Acceptarion in the World. | | 
Now, My Lord, fince he Appeals to Ceſar, to Ceſar he ſhall go. 
All the Favour we deſire, 1s a Full and Fair Hearing ot our Caule, 
which will bear the {tricteſt Di;quiſition of a ſevere Judicature. 
Our Accuſer ſaith, the firſt Corruption happen'd in the Year 
1638, when the Presvyterians were 1n the Aſcehdant, and that it 
was then begun, and continued ever fince in ſeveral Editions to 
promote the People's Power of ſetting up their own Teachers. 
ButT have clearly Prov'd, that the Presbyterians were in ro Pow- 
er then ; that they are as much again(t the People's Ordaining Vi- 
niſters as the Biſhops are z that there were far more corrupt Editi- 
ons of that Place under King Charles II. when the Preis was intire- 
ly at the Devotion of the Biſhops, than in the Year's between 40. 
and 60, when the Azti-Epiſcopal Party had the Power of the Prels. 
A 2 I can 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| can find but Three Corrupt Editions during the long Parliament; 
and TI have met with Three and Thirty under King Charles TT. which 
I humbly Preſent, co your Lordibip's wile Conſideration,” nor 
doubting but the Intereſts of Truth have'the Preference in your E- 
{teem to the inſinuating Artitices of ofticious Servants. 

The Re7or, who Honours himſelf with the Tithe of your Lord- 
ſhips Chaplain, knowing its below your Greatneſs to examine his 
Matters, and prefuming your Lordſhip would take all upon truſt 
( a5 one would think a Noble Perſon might rely much upon the 
Word of a Chaplain ) thought he might impole herein upon your 


Honour, as no doubt he hath upon many others : But the Duty we 


owe to all, and to Perions of Honour eſpecially, as well as our 
own neceflary Vindication, hath obliged. us to Expoſe the Falſeneſs 
of his Accuſations, and to recommend this true Narrative of the 
Caſe to your Lordſhips Exact and Impartial Judgment. 


I humbly crave your Lordſhips Pardon for this Addreſs, occaſi- 


on'd by that of the Rector's, in which he very rudely Proſtitutes 
your Honour tothe Patronage of the vileſt Calumny. 

I leave him to your Lord(hip's juſt Cenſare, and with him more 
Sincere Aﬀection to the Truth, more. Deference towards his Supe- 
riours,. and more Charity towards his Neighbours, eſpecially wn a 
ConjunGture, when our Civil as well as our Religious Intereſts'do 
{o loudly Call for the Exerciic of 'em. "... 

But I muſt not tire your Lordſhip's Patience, and therefore ſhall 
only add an Apprecation of all Bleſſings to your Honour, and beg 
leave to ſubſcribe my ſelf. 


Right Hononrable, | 

Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble + 4 

And moſt Obedient Sree: 
lz our Great Lord and Maſter 

FTESUS CHRIST. 
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The PREFACE. 


"THESE Paters were occaſund by a Sermon TPreach'd at Clirilt's 
Church i Mancheſter, Ly A. Tho. Gips, Rector of Bury, @- 
gainſt Corrupting the. Word of God, 71; give the Reader an Toe 

of the Sermon, before I enter on the niatn Point, 

Fiis Text is in Prov. 30.6. Addjfyon not unto bis Words, leſt he reprove 
Thee, and thou be found a Liar, 

After ſome I. xplication, he ith, The Text is leveiid againlt all manner cf 
Corrupting the Word, p. 2. 

One cminent Inſtance of which I ſhall produ-c by and by, the Chic? Rea- 
ſon of my undertaking this Subject. | 

The whole Sermon conſiſts of but 28 Pares, and yet he overloo\s the Chicf 
Reaſon of his Undertaking, till be comes to the 2<th Page, in theſe Werds, and 
now I am come at length to the Point I chiefly ainid to infiſt on. *Trs a ſign 
be wanted materials for his Chief Point, when he allows it but fo Iittle Room 14 
his Sermon, tho” he had promiſed to husband his Time as 'Thriftily as might 
be, becauſe his Argument couv'd not cafily be compriz'd in one lingle Diſ- 
courſe, p. 1. . . 

Ta handling of it; be promiſeth, 1. To lay before ins Negativciv, what it ts 
not to add or diminiſh, 2, Poſitively, what 7t 1s. 

KkWNegatively, It is not adding, 1. When we explain Scripture, Þ. 2. 

Z, Tr 1s not diminiſhing, when we omit the Febrgw Titles of the Pſalms, and 
here he takes occaſion to quarrel with one Mr. De Laune, wr0 it feems had cen- 
ſured this Omiſſion in the Pſalms uſed in the liturgy, Þ. 3. 

He calls upoa the Diſſenters to prove thoſe Hebrew Titles to be Original and 
Eſſential Parts of Scriptures. 

I will not enter into this Controverſie, but ſhall only take Netice, that the Titles 
are as ancient as the Pſalms themſelves, for ought appears to the contrary, they 
being. ir all the Hebrew and Greek Copies that ever I have ſeen : That the jew- 
iſh Church recciv'd *'em as Parts of Scripture, and they are moſt of 'ems tr. 
flated*by the LXX, and by Theodotion, Symmachus and Aquila, as a//o ty 
the Targumiſt, ſuppoſed to be R. Joſeph : That they are reccin'd in the Chri- 
ſtian Church as Canonical Scripture, Jerom tranſlates them in his JVer{ron, aid 
they are in the Modera Verſions, French, Dutch, Britiſh, and 72 the Engliſh 
Church- Bibles : That fome of them are unJentab!y Canomcal, as that of Pſalm 18. 
mention'd in 2. Sam. 22. Others of them muſt be frefixed by the Penman, or vy 


a. Perſon Divinely Inſpired, for they refer to Paſſapes of Fiſtcry not mention'd 572 


the Body of the Pſalm. Such are the Titles of Pſalm 3. and 3o. and 34. and 


$4. and 55, &c. The Title of the go. Pſalm, Is a Prayer of Moſes, the Man 
of God, He is not mention'd at all in this Pſalm,. nor is this Pſalm mentiors + 


i 


all. his other Writings. "jj 


thou. 


The Preface. 


Tf the Titles, or any one of them, be Eſſential Parts of Scripture ;, the Refor 
bath help'd 44r, De Laune to a ftrong Argument, againſt the omitting of them, 
viz. that it is a diminiſhing from the Word of God, 

It had been his Diſcretion to have omitted this Head of his Sermon ;, but ſome 
People cart but expoſe their unthought-of-Faults by an unſeaſonable and weak at- 
tempt to cover them. : | 

He asks, Why the Titles are not always Tranſlated ? The Biſhops cond beſt 
reſolve that Queſtion, whoſe Tranſlation the Diſſenters uſe. His oth.r Queſtions 
there, are not worth the Anſwering, P. 3, 4. 

3. It is not a diminiſhing from the Word ( ſaith he ) when we read fome 
Verſes of a Chapter, omitting the reſt for that Time, p. 5. 


, But what if they be omitted at all Times ? As ſome Chapters and Books are in * 


the Kalender , t ſeems, according to the ReQor*s Reftrition, a diminiſhing from 
the Word of © od, | 

T leave him and Mr, De Laune to argue, Whether the Efiſtles and Goſpels do 
ot in divers Tlaces ruine the Scope and Connexion, which 1s the Subject of this 
and the two next Pages, P.5, 7. 

4. It is not adding to the Word ( continues he ) when ſeveral Paſſages of 
Scripture, are caſt into one Complex Senſe. | 

Here he falls foul upon Hr. De Laune again, for affirming that in the Litur- 
£y-Tranſlation of the Pſalms, three whole Verſes are foiſted mto the 14th. Pſalm. 

To this he Anſwers, that thoſe Verſes are 1n the Epiſtle to the Komars, Cap, 
3. and in the LXX Tranſlation, which for ought he knows 1s of as good 
Authority, as the Hebrew at this Day is, and to be preferrd before the He- 
brew this 14t9. Pſalm, p. 8, 9. | 

That thoſe additional Verſes are in Rom. 3. mo Pody Oneſtions ;, and that 
they were tranſcrived out of that 7 piſtie into the LXX Verſion, Jerom poſitively 
attrms, Prefat. Lb. 16. in Iſa. Ard be adds 1a the fame Place, that theſe Ver- 
ſes are not in the LXX Tranſlation, and that none of the Greek Juterpreters have 
Commented on them. | 

It is certain, they are not to be found in moſt of the Greek Copics, Manuſcript 
and Printed, vid. Fr. Luc. Burgſ. in Lib. Notat. ad varias Lect. Vulg, Edit. 

] will not Diſpute at this time tie ”uthority of the LXX, tut if it be as good as 
the preſent Hebrew Copy, it is very unceriain what becomes of the RefFor's T ext, for 
it is not in my Edition of the Septuagint, Printed at Cambr. 1665. Juxta exent- 
plar Vaticanum, which ts one of the beſt Copies. Thus the Refor by maintaining 
one abſ,.rdity runs himſelf into more, and by advancing the Septuagiut, ha:b loſt 
his Text. 

Ve have Reaſon to believe that the Hebrew Copies were incortupt in our SavViIOuts 
Time, who never charged the Jews with corrupting the Scriptures. And Philo not 
long after, writes, that even unto his Times, for the ſpace of above 2000 Years, 
not one Word had ever bcen chang din the Law of the //cbrews, and that e- 
very Jew would ſooner dye a hundred Deaths, than ſuffer the Law to be 
changd in any one Point. Phil de Egreſs. fil. ſr, & Z&gypto. This Teſti- 
1y 45 citea by Enjeb, Prepar. Evang. VIII. 2, _ | T1 
The 
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'The Preface. 


preſerve tbe Purity of the Hebrew Copres. If it be as old as Ezra the Scribe, as 
the Learned Buxtorf cor cerves, it renders it 1poſſible that any Corruption ſhould 
have crept into the Hebrew Copies, vid. Buxt. Tiberias. : : 
But if 1t were written after the Talmud, by the Jews of Tibertas about the 
Year 500. as Elias Levita, Capellus, and others think, it has undemtably' ſecured 


the Hebrew Copies from ail Corruption ſame that Time. And it bs highly impro-. 


bable, they ſhould be corr: ptcd between Philo's Tine, and the Invention'of the Maſo- 
according to this latter Hyporheſis. For the Hebrew Copies which: Jerom had 
towards th: latter end of the Fourth Century were incorrupt,, and bad not the addi- 


tional Verſes in Pſalm 14. Nor can we imagine that the Jews of that Aze bad 


degenerat: d from the Zeal of their Anceſtors for the Purity of the Law. 
The Rettor himſelf a8ows the Maſora to be before the Birth of Chriſt, for ſaith 
be, The Jews were Religious to Superſtition, as may be thought, counting 


| the very Letters of the Bible to preſerve it intire':; Hereunto our Lord al- 


ludes - Mat. 5.18. p. 13. | 
'. Onithe other Hand, it's certain we have not a pure Verſion of the LXX at this 


$ Day, as all the Learned agree. And Dr. Lightfoot affirms more than once, 
8 that the Tranſlation that goes under the Name of the LXX was dreſs with more 


Craft than Sincerity by the firſt Interpreters, and gives many Inſtances of it, 
Vol... p. 401, 402 667. 806. and. Vol 1. p. 1004, 1005. 

' It is unfair therefore in the ReQor to depreſs the Authority of the Hebrew Copres 
um favour of the LXX ( which differs greatly from *em ) and thereby tempt Peo- 
ple to queſtion the Purity of our authorized Engliſh Bibles, which are all Tranſla- 
tions of the Hebrew, 

We apree with him in the next Head, that” 

5. It is not corrupting the Word, when we tranſlate it into Vulgar 
Fongues, p. 9. top. 12 - 

6. It is not adding to the Word, when a new Prophet ariſing delivers 
ſome further Meſſages to the Churches, which are affixt tothe Canon of the 
Scripture ; ſo all the following Books of Scripture, notwithſtanding my 
Text, were added to the Canon unto the end of Revelations, where ( for 
ought we yet know ) the Book is ſhut up, p. 12. | 

Here he ſeems uncertain, whether we may not yet expet# new Revelation, 
and a new Canon of Scripture. For our parts we are Content with that we 

--, and ſhall leave this Point to be concerted between the Rettor and the Quakers. 

2. He ſhews Poſitively, when we add or diminiſh from the Word. p02 

1. We diminiſh, when we caſt away any, never ſo little Part of it, p: 13. 

F leave it to Confidiration, Whether the Titles of the Pſalms be not a little Part 
of the Word of God; and own'd for ſuch in our authorized Bibles. 

But yet Intereſt has a Byaſs, adds he, inſtance M. ( he would ſay Juſtin 
Martyr ) has charged the Jews with this Practice. 
Juſtin MM. charges them with corrupting the LXNX, but not the Criginal: He- 


2.. Then. 


brew, which be ought to have taken Notice of. 


E 


" The Invention of the Maſora, in which all the Verſes, Words,. and Letters of 
# all the Books of | the Old Teſtament are nwnber'd, has been' an effe@ual means fo 


X\ a ED j 
q - The Preface. 
2. Then we diminiſh when we reje& whole Books, as the Saddacees and 
Samaritans of old did, - all but the five Books of Moſes, Þ. 14. 
It is a Vulgar Error, that the Sadducees and Samaritans reje&ed all the Old 
. Teſtament, but the five Books of Moſes, occaſion'd by a Paſſage in Joſephus 
Y T hat the Sadducees received the Law only, Arntiq. Jude XVIH. 2. Wherea:; 
| be ſpeaks of the written Law in Cppoſition to the Oral Law, which the Phari- 

ſees rec.ived, Thus be explains himſelf, Antiq. Jude XIII. 18. 

Dr. Lightfoot gives Inſtances of their owning oth:r parts of Scripture, Vol 

2. Þ. 541, $42. | 

- 3. We diminiſh from the Word, when we lay it-aſide as not neceſſary 

or not the Supream Rule of Faith, p. 14. _ 

This implies, as if if there wcre ſome other, at leaſt ſubcrdinate Rules of Faith, 
What theſe are, he does not thins fit to tell us * We know no Rule of Divine Faith. 
but the Holy Scriptures. Ws 
From the 15th to the 20th Page, he well aſſerts the Suhciency, Perſpicuity 
and Supream Authority. of the Scriptures, p. 15. 0 p. 20. | | 
Were this Principle pratticaily acknowiedy'd, it would- foon heal. cr Breaches, by 
giſpoſing Men to lay aſide the unſcriptural Terms of Chriſtian Communion,whic! 
have been the fatal Engines of Diſunion and Schiſm. 
4. We diminiſh from the Word, when. we add any thing to it, p. 20. 
He pives two Inſtances of this, 1. When any thing is tacked unto the Word 
not_ belonging to it,” as is the Apocrypha by the Pafiſits, but I haſten,: /aith 

the Reftor. | | WIE 21-43% 14 

- But why in ſo much baſt ? You muſt know he 1s u;0n a tender Toint,' which wonld 
zot be long dwelt upon. But if he be not in too much haſte, 1 wil t«ll-bim a Story 
in his Ear, of a ſort of People that leave out a conſiderable Part of Canonica! 
Scripture, as the 1ſt. and 2d. Poos of Chronicles, much of Ezekiel, the Song 
of Solomon, and moſt of the Revelation, and ſubſtitute in the room of it, a greai 
Part of the Apocrypha, and among other Paſſages the fabulous Story of Bell and 
Dragon, tobe . Read in the Publice Congregation; for tmo Mcntbs of. the Year : 
Which tempts Ignorant People to fancy the Bible is not compleat without 'the Apo- 
crypha. | | 

| {5 we muſe not d:tain him too long from his Chief Point, to which he 35 come 
at length under the next Head. : 

- 2, We both add to the Word and diminiſh from it, when we alter it, 
eſpecially ſo as that it carries quite another Senſe, than what was intended 
by the Spirit of God. And now 1 am come at length ( /ath he )) to tz.” 
Point I chiefly aim'd to inſiſt on, p. 20. t 

. The proſecuting of this Point takes up the eight laſt Pages. OY 

Having given this Scheme of the Sermon, we will now follow him to has Emt- 
neat Inſtance of corrupting the Word, the chief Reaſon of his Undertaking 


this Subject. 
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Diſſenters Uindicated 


FROM 


_ Mr. G IP's Unjuſt Accuſations. 


CHAP I. 
Some General Conſiderations relating to the Charge. 


H E Kettor of Bary, whoſe Genius leads him to New Diſcoveries, oblige 
ed us laſt Summer with a Tenramen Novun (lo he ftiles his Diſcourſe) 
in which he endeavours to prove, That the Diſſenters have #0 Miniſtry : 
He now favours us with another, to repreſent 'em in effett, as no Chrift- 
as, for he Charges them with no leſs a Crime than contributing to 
the Undermining the Foundation of, Chritianity. p. 25, 26. 
1 have already examined his Tentamen, and ſhall nuw make ſome Remarks upon his 
F2rmon. . | 

He tells us in the Title-Page, That it was Preach'd upon a Publick Occaſion, that: is, as I 
-m.inform'd, at the Biſhop's Viftation, It was Concio ad Clerum, and if he wanted Courage 
'4 be his Lordſhip's Remembrarcer in the Duties of his high ation, one tmight have ex- 
»e&tcd a Teſtimony from him againſt the ſhameful Scandals of ſome of the Clergy, too no» 
torious to be either palliatcd or deny'd : Or if he durft not Expoſe their /mmoralrizs, 
iſt he ſhould ſeem to bewray bs own Ne (which he ſeems tender of, p. 22.) was there 
1:3 occaſion of exciting his Brethren to greater diligence and application in their ſeveral 
{\covinces. Something of this nature would have tuited the preſent occaſion, and have 
become a fairbful Diſpenſer of the Oracles of God. 

But the Refor had other work to do, His buſineſs was not ſo much with the Auditory 


"nat was preſent, as with a ſort of People that were out of bearing, and theſe he comes not to- 


prove for open miſcarriages, but to accuſe of ſome ſecret Crimes, which no body but him- 
cif pretends to know any thing of. All the Concern he had with the Reverend Aſſembly to, 
which he Preach'd, was to endeavour to raiſe in them an 21I-natur'd paſſion, (which he miſ- 
.lls Zeal ) towards an 7nnecent People, whom he wretchedly miſrepreſents, and renders 
4$: black as Hell. 

He Charges 'em with nv leſs a Crime than Corrupiirg the Word of God. P. 2. & 24. 

And tho his Diligence avd Obſervation has not been a 1inle (as he tells us p. 22.) in ſearch- 


© ag the ſeveral Editions of the Bible, he can find bat one inftance of this Corruption in 
we whole Bible, and that amounts to a0 more than the change of one Letter for ano-+ 


thery 


[2] 
ther, viz, w into y in A7s6- 3. whoin we may appoint, fo it ought to be z but ſome Editiongf 
have it, whom ye may appoint, by an over-Hght of the Printer, who has ſubſtituted a y fors 
a w. This Literal Miſtake might eafily happen, the upper part of a Roman y being a ſingle v.; 

Doth not this. inquiſitive Man labour under a "fad deficiency of matter to accuſe us of ?; 
and is he not hard put to it to ſeek occafion again} us, when he is glad to Muſter up the} 
Frrgta'5 of the Preis, anl tuen thera into Presbyrerian Crimes. 3 

This is anvther Tentamen novum, and the Truth: is, all our Authors Prezuttions are like 
- thoſe of Africe, new and monitrous 7 þ 
I can ſcarce think him fo 1/eak, as to believe his own Charge, it is fo. very filly and in-) 
caſitent, that nothing but the $77 and Malice, which appear in every part of it, can pre-/ 
{erve it from being raiculous. 

However, he would have others believe, That there is a World of Conſequences de- 
pending upon theſe two Words we and ye 5 Ie refers to the ApoYles, and authorizes the 
Biſhops to appoint Deacons or Pariſe-Minif:rs (faith he) Te refers to the Peoplc, and gives 
them the Power of appointing Miniſters. p. 2t. 

For this Reaſen (athrms he} the Presoytertars have corrupted this place (Ads 6. 3.) to 
advance the Peoples Power t0 jr up their own Teachers. (p. 23, 24 25-) 

He is a Man of anparallePd Confiderce, that dare undertake to perſwade the Worl&.the 
- truth of this Accuſation, which is fo 7ororious a ſlander, that I do not think any degree 
of Credulity, below that which bias defiance to all our Senſes, can entertain it under any 
other Notion. 

The Preibyreriays, as their very enemies muſt acknowledge, admit none into the Mini» 
try without the Jayirg-on of the hands of the Presbytery, and they take the” Deacons in 
Afﬀs 6. (as I ſhalt prove anon } for Minifkrs of Tables, and not for Minifters of the Goſpel: 
So that their Principl-s and Practice are directly oppoſite to the Hypotheſis which h 
pretends is favoured by this cor:uption. He-acquits the Epiſcopal Party from a-defign(y 
corrupting of this place, becauſe the Corruption is incontiftent with theif Principhes, p. 24. 
© By the lame reaſon he muſt acquit the Presbyrerians alto, or involve himſelf and Party: 
in the ſame guilt. | ET B-.- 

I do here folemnly Preteft in the Preſence of the Supxeam Judge, that I never knew 
any Proteflans Diſſenter, Miniſter or Layman, that exprefsd his Approbation of that cor- 
rupt Reading in As 6. 3. and F} bclieve very few of them ever took notice of it, for 
moſt Editions of the Bible have 1t not. ; 
- If the. Charge exhibited againtt us he falſe, as I ſhall anon demonſtrate beyondt Con- 
tradiftion, our Accujer #5 found a liar (to uſe the words of his Text, Prov. 30. 6.) and 
condemn'd out of his own Mouth of One of the mast derefiable fins in the fight both of God 
and Mr, (o he calls a Lye, þ. t. ; 

We plead . not gailiy to the Charge, and we hope the Refor will not require ns to prove 
& Negative, the Prof lies on his tde. It a bold ant malicious Acci/2:i9y may paſs for 
a Crime, who can be innvcent 2 Our Accufer ought in Juftice ro produce moſt clear and 
convincing Srogts of ihis Vile, which he has not yet offer d 3 his carcumilan.ial proof 
ſhall be conhder'd befure we part with him. 

It as. the manner of jom2 men (az he for good reaſons obſerved) to accuſe Aontly 
for tho wothirg be proved, yet jamerhirg mill Uick, p. 5. Which Political Maxim he ſeems 
to have wall digcttcd, as will appear in the following Charge, for thus he ſpeaks: 

* I will not be fo poſitive as to aver, that it was at Firft induſtrioufly done, yet I 
* muſt call into Queſtion the Digzrters, as perfons ſuſp:Fed to have ſecretly contributed. 
' to the corruption of this place, at lealt, tv the continuance and encreaſe of it. p. 23» ' 

1. This Accuſation pats me in mind of a form of Accufation not unlike -this in- Mtmucius 
Felix, who brings in. Cacilius a Heathen, charging the Chriſtians with inceFuous nixtures, 
 Thyeftean Feaits, worſhipptrg the Head of an Ajs, and the Geni:alia of their Priefls; and 
not being able to prove fo vile a Calumny, he minceth the matter, and faith, neſcio an 


falſe, certe occultis. ac noturiis ſagris appoſira ſuſpicie, i, e. 1 am not certain but the Report 
h may 
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3 
may be _ :but their. Secret and Night-meetings may be ſufficient to gronmd a fufpi- 
cio On. ; : 

Both-theſe Calumniators were viſibly ated by one and the ſame Geri, which enabled 
them to give; an account of Secret Aftions, and to turn Suſpicions wto Proofs, Only the 
Pagan is the more honeit of the two, for he Reports but what he beard * ; and ſeems to 
doubt of the Truth of ir, bit eur Chriftian Rector glories in being, the Diſcoverer of 
this great Secret, and Reports a Figment of his own Brain, for an Undoubted Truth. 

It would mak- any one but a Man of Mr. G. *s effrontery to bluth, that a 4zeather 
ſhould out-ſhine him in Candour and Modefty. 
2. If the Diffenters have ſecretly corruptcd this place, how comes he to know it ? Did 
they make him their Corfeſſor, and reveal this Secret ro: him, as the only Perſog fit to 
be truſted with it? That cannot be, for it would have furnithed him with a Direct 
Proof, which he does not pretend to, p. 23. Or deth he dream Dreams, or ice Viſions 2 
Or perhaps, ſuch a Man as he can Pivine, and by a Prophetic Sagaciry, tell the Wards 

that we ſpeak in our Bed-Chambers. 

But we muſt not be too cutious in our Inquiry, how the» Reftor came to diſcover this 
— Artifice of the Diſſenters, for thar alſ is a Secr=t, which he bas not thought fit to 

ubliſh. ; 
i The Truth is, this looks like the. Txle which the Few Priefls pat ito the Mouths 
of the Suuldicrs that watch'd the Sepulcher of  Jetus Chiitt, Marth. 28. 13. Say ye, bs 
Diſciples came by Night, and ſtole him away while we ſlept. 1f they were aſleep, how could 
they tell the Diſciples ſfole him away ? But it was enough to ſatiste ſome. People, :that 
the thing was ſecretly done, and the Diſciples might well be cald inro quefiion as perſons 
ſuſpeFed, The Soldiers were rare Witncfies in the Cale, for they were atleep when the 
Feat was done, as the Overſeers of the Preis were, as the ReQor- attirms, when the frft 
Corrupt Edition happend at Cambriige, 'p. 23, Whether the Fewjjh Priefs and the Reftor 
have compared Notes together, I know not; but it's nv aew thing for Good I/its ro 
jump, and concur in 4>ſtruſe Diſcoveries. __ 

. 3.. Had not the Reftor examined the Erratz of the Preſs, more out of ifl will to the 
Diſſenters, than good will to the Publick, his great diligence and objervarion ( which he 
brags of, p. 22-) might have diſcovered more taults than this one in the {everal Editions 
of the Bible. | 

But that was not to his purpoſe, and it would have be2n incon{ifteat with the Porn 
which he chiefly aimed 10 inſiſt on, p. 20. which was the accuſing of the Presbyrerians with 
Corrupting the Word of God. Hal he ſearched for other Errors of the Preſs, many 
would have cccurr'd as contiderable as this of Te for Ie, which he con'd not with any 
colour, charge upon the Diſſenters. ; 

It is a thing much to be lamented, That ſeveral Editions of the Holy Bible, eſpecially 
the ſmaller Volumes, which pals through more hands than the larger, are very un-corrett, 
and abuund with ſuch Errors as are deſtructive of the ſenſe. 

It's the P:ovince of ſome of the Biſhops (as T aw-inform'd) to take care that the 
feveial Editions of the Bible be well done: And I humbly conceive, it were an Under- 
taking; wortiry the Supreme Overſcers of the Flock, at leaft to depate others to provide 
whoijome Food for them, by more Currect Impreſſions of the Bible. 

I have a ſinall duodecimo Bible by me, Printcd at 1 ovdow by Charles Bill, and the Exc- 
cutrix of ;homas Newcomb, 1<g1. which is abominably faulty. It is right in AM. 6. 3. 
whom we may app3inr, and lo is free from the Corruption charg'd upon the Diſſznters ; 
but has ſeveral others as bad as that. For Inſtance, be 

Ephe 1. 4- 4ccordirg as be bath choſen us thar ſhe ſhould be koly : It ſhould be, that we 
ſrould be toly. 6Y&5 HuUAS ANUEG 


+ Min. Fel. 0 v. p. 27, 28. * Audio eos turpitimez pecudis caput Afini confecratum—— 
Yenoratio—— ali cos ferunt-- Ibid. 
B 2 Have 


[ 


Have ſome Bibles ye for 'we in A. 6. 3.? So have others ſhe for we in Eph. 1.4. Ts 
this Corruption alſo to be imputed to the Diffenters ? TL 

In a Quarto Edition of the Bible, by Hays at Cambridge 1674. Fob 6.21. inftead of 
> are Es 'tis Printed, we are nothing. So that we and ye are calily miftaken' one 
or another. *' 


The Rettor is a Man of Diligence and Obſervation, and would do-well to find out 


the Author and the Reaſons of this Corruption. 


Gal. 5. 21—— of the which I the you before It onghtt to be ——of the which 
1 tell you before. 
2 Tim. 1.18. The Lord grant unto bim that he may and mercy ; inſtead of: 


find mercy. 


Atts 19. 26. They be no Goods which are male with hands, 1t ſhould be read, They be | 


m0 Gods —— 
Titus 3. 2. Put 'em in mind—— to be on brawlers, It ſhould he no brawlers. 


James 5. 12. Let your yea be yea, and your nay, day 3 It ſhould be read—— and your. 


Nay, Nay. 
+ Pet. 2. 17. Love the I for brotherhood. 


Heb. 12. 13. oul of the way, for our of the way, 
Rom. 1. 18. who hold we ruth (for the truth) in unrighteouſneſs, 
Hoſh. $.5. the Calt (for the Calf ) of Samaria. 
12, 11. ſurety (for ſurely) they are vanity. 
Tfa. 63. 2. treateth in the Winefat, for weadeth in —— 
Matth. 17. 25. Feſks prevented how, for him. 
 Atﬀt 10. 34, God # 10 reſetter (for reſpeter) of perſons. 
15. 2, them (for they) determined that Paul and Barnabas —— 
27. 13. ſort, ly, for ſoftly. 
. Rom. 2. 14. Laws, for Law, pduov. 
2. 18, approved, for approve, Soxtpateus. 


Jer. 23. 36. ad the battle (it ſhauld be the burthen) of the Lord. ſhall ye mention #9 mares. | 


—16. 13- others Gods, for other Gods. 
—18. 3. 01 me I#heels, 'for 0: the }heels, 
Pſalm. 35. 8. fatners, for fatneſs of thy Fiouſe. 
Matth. 20, 12, hear of the 4ay, for beat of the dy. 


I cou'd mention many more Errors of the like nature, which either make no ſenſe, or a * 


corrupt one. But the Refor's Diligence and Obſervation can overlook ſuch little Errors 
as theſe, as not pertinent to the Deiign he had in han4, which was only to diſcover ſuch 
Corruptions as may ſeem to concern the Bithops Intereft, or give him any occaſion to 
calumniate the Difſeaters. 

Have a care of ſuch Errors as may {cem to favour the Diſſenters, and to weaken the 
Biſhops power, and this mighty man of Diligence, Obſervation and Faithfulneſs, p. 22. .can 
ealily pals by all the reft.. | | 
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1 which his Arguments are Anfipcr' d. 


EFORE we come to his Proofs, we'll take a view of the Charge, and its Az- 
gravations, as they lie {cattered here and there, in his Fpiſtle and Sermon. 

The fumm ot the Charge is, - © That he ſiuſpetts the Presbyrer izns have cor- 
*rupted Afs 6, 3, inthe Year 1638, and ſecretly promuted the Coruption c v.75 
ſince. pf. 22. 23, 27- 


The Aggravations follow : 


« Some People (ſaith he) will doubtleſs be angry, that their fo:l-y1:zy is brought upon 
© the ſtage, and thus opcnly taxt Again, © The Error muſt be confeſt, and belicy'd 
&« a wilful one * When the Presbyterian Government '( or Corgregaiioval, I cant tell 
«© which) is publickly maintain'd by a Text of Scripture, manifeftly corrupted, tis high 
&« time to make the World ſenſible of the Artifice. Epif. 

« The Adverſarics of Chriſtianity, with deſign to overthrow the whole frame of our 
* Rcligion, have already endeavuured to take advantage of the numerous and various 
« Le(tions. What will they ſay, when they obſerve the pureft Kirk in the World ( as 15 
*« pretended) tampering with, and refining upon the Word of God 2 Let's not dare to 
« tuborn” any falfe Witnefs whatever, much Icts out of the Word of Truth ; l=t's leave 
© that Vile Artifice to our Adverfaries on both hands. P.. 26. 

«* What it one. Bible of every Edition thus depraved were burnt, to expoſe the craf17- 
© eſs of thoſe Circumcellians among us, who to advance their Deſgn, do not ftick, 1* 


#® *{ceme, to promote it by Falſhood; and grounding themſelves upon a meer E:iror 0: 


« the Preſs, as we will ſuppoſe it was at firſt, deceiving. and beirg decerved, Ao Iy agairst 
« the Zoly Ghoſt, and bring a ſcandal upon the Word of God, and our Holy Religion, p.27- 

« Is it poſfible to believe that one unhappy miſtake ſhould be 1o ſuccetsful, as ty have 
& cot into ſo many Editions, without the helping hand of ſome wily and undermining 


; © Schiſmatick ? Þ. 28, 


71S 
IT 


The Charge you ſee, is very black, and repreſents the Diſſenters as the worſt of Mcn, 
That give advantage to the Encmies of Chriſtianity, That undermine the Scriptures of 
Truth, And promote their Opinions by the vile Artifce. 

But when the Accuſation is duly confider'd, and the Arguments by which it is ſupport- 


- £&d, arc impartially examined, they will be found :0-prove neither more nur leſs, than 


that the RKefor is as deſtitute of 77h as he is of Chartty. 
But let's hear how ic proves his Charge, 


He introduces it with this Queſtion, © Who then brought in. this falſe ReaQing, (of 
«ye for we in AGs 6.3. p. 23.) And what Party enceuraged and promotcd. it fince 7 

To which he anſwers, A clear and fui. Diſcovery wourd deitrve a ecatomb. Anil. 
6 tho T will not promiſe ſo much, yet ſometiing, I have to oifer towards it, which” tho 
© it amounts not to a dirc@ Proof againft any Perſons, yet I think, may pals for a god 


"LB 


(5 ] ; 
1. *Tis obſervable here, That he doth not pretend to a dire Proof, and yet throngh! 
'* his whole Diſconrſe would have it taken for granted, That his Accuſation is as true as 
0 1 Goſpel. He would craftily infinuate a Belief into his Reader, of what he helitates about / 
himſelf, One while he poſitively charges the Difſenters with Foul-play, and faith, © Their 
« Frrour muſt be confeſs, and belicv'd a wilful one. Fpift. Dedic. 
Another while he only queſticns the Dijſzzrers as perſons ſaſp*ted to have ſecretly / 
contributed to the corruption of this place, at leaft tn the continnance of it, p. 23. | 
And in another place he ſaith, © They do nor ttick, it ſeems, to promote their Deſign | 
* by fallhood, p. 27. : 
Again, © Admit they did not contrive the Corruption of this place, yet now, belike, : 


' 
bt. 


* cntribute to the confirming it, p. 24- ' - | 
Here's a manifeſt inconſiſtency in the Charge, which ſpoils the Credit of the whale ® 
Story. E: 


All the Evidence amounts to no more, than that it ſeems to be ſo, and belite it is i. : 
And yet with what aſſurance doth he accuſe them of lying apairſ! tbe Holy Ghoſt ? p, 27, © 
*Tis well he is not enducd © with the pleritude of Apaſtolical power, to inflict upon us the 7 
puniſhment of Anarnizs and Sapphira: But to make up the defett of this power, he moves 
thoſe in Authority to expoſe the Craftineſs of thoſe Circumcellians a:07g #, who promote 
their d-fign by falſhood, 1bid. | 

By the way, I cannot but Note the mew Name he is pleaſed to give the Diſſenters.. Ic 
ſeems he had read ſomewhere of the Circumcelliones, a barbarous Sctt of the Donatiſts, 
that murther'd ſuch as opp:ſed their Opinions, and laid violent hands on themſelves that | 
they might be thought to have ſuffer'd Martyrdom by the hands of the Carbolicks. + | 

His Tongue is his own to call what Names he plealeth, but he knows who faith, 7f any 
man anrorg you ſeem to be Religious, and bridleth not his Torgue—— bis mais Religion us 
Vain, James 1. 26. | 

You muſt not wonder that he overlooks a little Rul2 of Grammar in rendring Circum- 
celliones Circumcellians, for hc does not feem to tye hunſelf to ſuch Scriprure-Rules * 
as concern the ordering of our Speech, when his Choler is up againit the Difſemers. 

He is uncertain whum to fix this Charge upen, whether on a tngle perſon, or a 

Party of Men combin'd together to cor:upt the Word of God. 

He ſeetns to point at a ſingle perſon in the following words, © Is it poſſible to believe, 

* that one unhappy Inſtance ſhuuld get into ſo many Editions, without the helping hand | 
* of ſome wily and undermining Schiſmatick, p. 23. In other places he taxeth-the Diſ= | 

ſenters in general, p. 23. Sometimes he makes the Presbyrerz4vs the guilty Party. p-22424- | 

And in another Humour he lays it on the Presbyterians or Corgregauonal Men, but con> # 
feileth he can't r-l] which, Epift, Dedic. So that the Accuſation fails upon a fort of indivi- | 
duum vogum, which he is to ſeek for. | : : 

Thus the Scbjects of the Charge are as uncertain as the Evidence of it, : % 

3- All he pretends to, is a ſort of Circumſtanial Proof, as he calls it, and upon this Z 

ſandy foundation, he builds his whole Charge, which he aggravates with all the little Rbe- F 

#9rick he is Maſter of. | | | 8 
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He ſuggeſts Four Arguments by way of Circurſtar#ial Troof, which are as follows, 


Arguinent Te 


* I muſt call the Diſſenzers into Qeſtion (ſaith he) becauſe the Alteraticn happened in 5; 
*- the Year 1638, Presbytcry being tnen in the Aſcendant, T ſay, juft in that nick of time | 
* when ail things were in Preparation, and tended to the Subverion of Epiſcopacy, Scor' 
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& 1ayud baving already made a Conſpuracy, and bound 'emſelves under a Curfe to Extir- 
« pate it; and Erglard, even a great part of the Univerhities 'emſetves, running into 
© the ſarae Excels of Riot. So that here is a Concurrence of. the Circumſtance of Timc, 
« and a {hrawd one too, futficient to ground a fuſpicion upon. 


To tiiis TI Anſwer ; 


1. Admit there were a Concarrexce of the Circunftance of time, Will it follow the Cor- 
ruption was defigned? May not two Events happen at the ſame time, that have nov rc- 
lation to one another ? © R 
_ How would he like it, if the Difenters ſhould charge the Epiſcopal Party, of which he is: 
one, with the falſe Readings T mention'd above, ani ſhould urge for Proof that the Im- 
preſſion came our in 1691, when the Epijcopul Party kad the Ajcendavt, nunec being admir- 
ted to any places of Truſt without Conformity ? Would not this way of Arguing loo 
as filly as it would be meltciozs? Would not the Manager of ſuch a 14diculous accujarion, 
eſpecially in a Prblick Sermon, be judg'd fitter for Betlam than a Pulpic? This way. of 
Reaſoning, if T may Catachreſtically call it fo, is the ſame with that oi the Refor's. 

The above-mention'4 Errors of the Preſs were in g1, when the Epiſcopal Party were 

' more in the  Afcendant than the Presbyterians in 33. Here is a concurrence of tbe circiuni- 
ſtance of rime, and yet I am apt to think, the weakett Differr2r in the Land has more 
Serſe and Zcn:fly than to charge the Zpiſcopal Church with the Errors of the Prefs. 

2, But to do him Jufticce,the Kedor is fo kind to the Difſzners as to Anſwer his own A:- 
gument for 'em. His Argument pretends to prove from the circam#ance of time, that 
the firft alteration of we into ye, was defign'd: But himfelf acknowledges again and 
again in other places, that the firſt :»ror was. an unwilling oxe 3. ſo he ſpeaks in the Fpiſtle. 
And in p. 27- he call itan acci4:14 ſlip, an unfortunate overfigkt, and a meer error of the 
Preſs. And in P:ge 28, he calls it, an unhappy miſtake. 

So that his Firſt Argument is impertinent, himſclf being Judge. But for further ſatiſ-- 
faction, I will add a few Remarks more, 

3- He isgrievoaſly our in his Chronological Ziftory, tor Presbytery was not inthe Aſcen- 
dant in E: gland in 1638, as he ſugzefts, Cenform:ty was then at the higheſt, and urged 
by Ureh-Biſhep Lau and his Faction with great ſeverity. 

Many were Suſp:nded, Deprived and Excommunicated for not reading the Book of Sports, 
to countenance the Prophanation of the Lord's Day in 1637. I find in a. Certificate of 
the Biſhop of Nornzch, towards the latter cnd of the Year 37, an Account of about 
Thirty Miniſters Excommunicated and Sufpeaded *, by which we may gucls what was: 
done in other Dioceſes. 

In 1633 many more were ſuſpended for not Reading the Common Prayers in their Hoods 
and Surp.ic:s, as Dr. Zeylin affirms, F. © This and other things (faith he) kept off the 
& greatcft part of the Rigid Catvizigs from exerciting their Gitts, as formerly, in. great 
* Markct-T owns. | 

.The ſeverities of that time were ſuch, that many were driven to Foreign Countries for 
ſhelter ; ſome to Zeltand, others tro New-Ergland, whither the Arch-Bithop deign'd to 
putſue *em, and to Dragoon 'em into the Engliſh Conformity. Take the Hiſtory of Dr. 
#eylin's own words, * It was once under Conſultation of the Chief Phylicians, to ſend 
* a Biſhop over to them, and back bim with ſome Forces u0 comp-l, ii he were not. other- 
* wiſe able to perſwade obedience ; but the troubles of Scorland ftranglcd this Defign. $.: 

The Preſbyrerians in 38 were deprived, not only of the Pulpit, but.of the Prefs alſo, 
and therefore it is a very unlikely Story that they ſhould. Corrups the Word of. God in that 


Year. 


* Anſkw. Colle#, Part IT. p. 4562 + Life of Land; p 365. $ Life of Laud, p. 36g. 
| Hear 


—— 
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Hear'*the Hiſtorian: ©* Nor was the'Arch-Biſhop leſs intent upon all Advantages for 
* keeping down the Genevian Pariy, and hindring them from Printing and Publiſhirg any 
« thing which might diſturb the Church's Peace, or Corrupt her Dottrine. To this End 
* he procur'd a Decree to .be Paſs'd in the Srar-Chamber, .on Fuly 1. 1637. to Regulate 
* Printizg, and-prevent all Abuſcs of it, to the diſturbance of the Church. 

The Reader may ſee the Decree at large in Ruſhworth and Z#eylin. The latter has this 
Remark on it, (a) © By meaus of this Decree the Arch-Biſhop had ſo provided both at 
** home and abrox, tha: neicher the Patience of the State ſhould be Exerciſed with con- 
* tinual Libels, nor the Church troubled by unwarrantable and outlandiſh Dottrines. 

In purſuance of this Decree againit Printing or Selling Unlicensd Books, he hindred the 
Importation of the Geneva Biblcs with Notes from 0474, where ſome of them had been 
-Seiz'd by the care of Boſwei, the Reiident at the #7ague. In the beginning of 28 he re- 
ceived advertiſement of a new Impreſſion of thoſe Bibles in Z/oland, delign'd for Eygland, 
4f the tcrror of this Decree did not ſtop their coming (6). 

B' this it appears wha: little Credit is to be given to the Rector's Secret Zifory- of the 
Pretbycerians corrupting the Werd of God in $33, when he fo notoriouſly-contraditts the 
Publick #iſtory »f that Vime. He might as well have faid, That Epiſcopacy was in the 4ſ- 
cendant in 1648, as that Prefbyrery was ſo in 1638. 

Brit ( faith ©) all rhivigs were in Preparation, and tended to the Subverſion of Epiſcopacy, 

The Preparations were ſo Secret, that. n:ne but the Retior .can make a Diſcovery 6: 
them, which he hath not yet done, ani to we leave 'em among the Chimerg's of his owg 
Invention. ; 

I know nothing 4n apprarance that tended then to the Subverſion of Epiſcopacy in E1- 
Pland, except tines, Imprijayni”” ts, Ba#ijinincres, and other Severities againſt C.nſcientiou: 
Men ( under the odious Name - of Pu 1127s ) might have ſuch a tendency, by moving thc 

' Compaſkons of the People, who are apt fo take part with the Perſecuted. 
" But Scotland, faith the Rettor, had already made 2 Conſpiracy, and bourd themſelves under 
a Curſe ro Extirpat? Epiſcopacy. : 

Did the Scotch-Confpiracy depend upon altering of we into ye, in As 6. 3. in thc 
Cambridge-Edition? Or did the Altcraciun Q-pend on the Sco:c'1-Conſpiracy ?*' Wa 
there another Corſpiracy between the Scorck-Co::ſpirators and the Cambridge-7rinter ? Th. 
Redor, Charitable Man ! has the Faith 1o bclieve it, but he is not fo happy as to be ab} 
to prove it. : ; 

How far the Scotck-Coveranters bound themſelves under a Curſe to extirpate Epiſcopacy, ' 
pretend not to detei mine. : : : | 

This is plain, that the Covenant which they ſubſcribed in 1635, was the lame 77 matter 
of Religior, with the Covenant which was tignd long before by Xing Fares (the Tirft 0f 
Frgla4) and the who!e Kingdom of Scotland, This is exprefly afhrmed by K. Charles 7. 
in his Proclamation ag 4in$t the Sedirios Practices of ſome in Sco:land, Dated at Whitz-27a, 
Feb. 27, In theſe Words : 

«© That Covenant 41 our Dear Fathcr's time, was condeſcended unto by him, and {i 
© the Subject (at the bumble Petition of the General Ajemoly it (elf. ) permitted by hir: 
* to Sign it : We ſay it again, That our Covenant was RejeRed by them, becauſe Com. 
& manded by usz and this is manifeſt, becauſe for Matters of Religion ours agreed in al' 
* thizgs with their own Covenant (c). ! 

i Jultifie not the Trregularities of that Time, but they were occaſioned by Arch-Biſho 
7 ends [rnovations, contrary to Arch-Bithop Sporſwmood's Advice. | 

King Charles t. in the Year 38. Iflucd out a Proclamation, requiring all Perſons to 
Subſcr be the 014 Covenarr, in hopes of giving, Satisfaction to the Diſcontented Party by 
that Condeſcention, and by another Declararzo? of his Pleaſure anent Anulling the Servce- 
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(a) Feyls 1bia. P, $62, 353. (2) Laud's Life, P. 364 (c) Rvfv. Callett, Par. 2. p: dab 
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Foot, Book of Canons, and High Commiſſion, diſcharging the preſſing of the Prattice of the 
Five Articles of Perth But the Peoples Jealuuſies of the unlimited Power of their Biſhops 
were grown then ſo high, that no:hing would ſatishe *em but the Abolition of that New 
Order, which had been impoſed upon *em (as they conceiv'd) contrary to their 014 Nats 
onal Covenant, by which they Judg'd themictves obliged to maintain the Presbyteriun Go- 
vernmente 

However, the Scorck-Biſhops, after ſome heſitation, did upon OFob. 5, 1638. Sign the 
01d Confeſſion of Faith ( which had been Sabfcribed at ficſt by K. Fames, ani his Houthold, 
in the Year 1580. and afterwards by Perſons of all Ranks, in the Year 15$S1- by Orci- 
nance of the Lords of the Secret Council, and Atts of the General Aſſembly. And again 
was Sabſcrib'd by all ſorts of Perſons in the Ycar 1590. with a Gereral Band annex d, for 
Maintenance of the true Religion, aud the King's Perſon.) | 

But being fenftble that this Confeſſion favourd PresLyrery, they Sign'd it with theſe Rc 
ſtrictions,v7z. © That they did not hereby Ab;aure or Condemn the Eptjcopal Government,and 
&« the Five Articles of Perth; and that by adhcring to the Diſcipline of the Reformed Kirk of 
& Scott, they mean not any nmuratility of that Presbyrerial Government which was Ar.1581(a): 
"By this it appears, That the Presoyterian was the Arctent Governnert of the Kirk of 
Scotland, to which they were obliged by an Aziz Covernarrt, long bcfore 38, and that 
Epiſcopacy was an Jnmovart9? upon their F178 Conſtitution. 

I mention theſe things by the by, to vindicare the preſent EF ibliſhment of the Church of 
Scotland, as not only agreeable to the Scorck-1rclinarion, but to the Ancient Scorch-Confeſſiong 
and therefore agreeable to their Inclinatio7s, becauſe agreeable to their Confeſſion. 

The Redor balely Refletts upon the At of Senli-g Presbytery in Scotland (though touch'd 
by the Roy.l Scepter) becanſe it makes Presbytery moſt agreeable to the. Inclination of the 
Scorch Nation, which is juſt ſuch another Reaſon (ſaith he) as an Adulterer alſo might give for 
bis Wantonnefs (b). | | | # & 

He might more truly have faid,which is juſt ſac1 another Reaſon as an honeſt Man might 
give for enjoying the Wife of ki Youth, which had been violently detain'd from him, as. 
Michal was from David. © : 

The Words which he refle&ts on, are His Majeſty's own Words, in his Letter of In- 
ftruQions to his Commiſhoner in Scorland 1 though the ReQer would Reproach the Pre(- 
hyterians, he ſhould have ſpoken with more reſpeet to the King, and not ſo unhandſomly 
Refi on His Majeſty's Words, to whom he owes a greater deference. | 

'The 4% affirms the Presbyterian Church Government to be agreeable to the Word of God, 
and moſt conductve v0 the Advancement of rue Ptety ad Godlineſs. But the Reffor wiſely over- 
lootrs theſe Words, which would have ſpoil his wanton Compariſon. ; 

The ſame Statute Eſtahliſheth the Confeſſion of Faith, containing the Sum and Subſtance 
of the Dotrine of the Reformed Churches, and revives the Presbyterian Church Government 
and Dij.ifiine, which had been Ratified - and Efrabliſhed by the 114 At, Fa. 6. Parl. 12. 
Ani'0. 1592. ant thercafter receivd by the general Conſent of the Scotch Nation (c). If 
the Scorch Inclinarion he agreeable 10 the 10rd of God, their ancient Confeſſion of Fairh, and 
the old Laws of the A\ingdom, T hope it's a little more juſtifiable than the wanton Inclinations 
of an Adult-rer. 

| I crave the Reader's Pardon for this Drgreſſion, cccafion'd by the Refor's Impertinent Re- 
fle4i;ga upon the Church-Government of Scoxland. 4 3 | 


 T lave done with his ffr# Reaſon, when T have noted the laſt Words cf it =— 44 En- 


gland, eve” a great part of the Untverſutes, were runntsg 19 the ſame exceſs of Riot. I preſume 
he means th-y were not well affetted to Epiſcopacy. | 

_ Preibytery is exceſs of K9t with this Gentleman. ' I remember the time when nor rwming 
into exceſs of Kot was Crime enough to bring a Man under Suſpicion of h-ing a Presbyteri- 
an,” Whether the Univerfittes have improved in Morals finee they were rid of Presbytery, 


(4) Ruſh. 1oide P. 736. (5) Pa 25. (c) Hh of the late Rew0l, in Scotl, P. 252, 253. 
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will not preſume to Determine, but the Corruption of Manners which too many bring wichi. 
them thence, is no- great Demonration of it. — 
But it will not be amits to take a view of the ſtate of Cambridge in 1638, when and 


where the firſt Corruption happened. It was far from being Presbyterian or Purita'. 


Six of the Heads of Colledges were fully in the Interefts of ' Archhiſhop ZTaud, viz. | 
Dr. Corfirs, Mr, of Peterkouſez; Dr. Laney, Mr. of Pembroke-#all; Dr. Martin, Mr.» 
vr Cuzens Collelge 3 Dr. Paſch, Mr. of Clare-Hall; Dr. Beal, Mr. of St. Fobn's; > 
Dr. Ster, Mr. uf Feſus. | + 
Thefe were all High Men for Biſhop Zaud, and were afterwards put out by the Parlia- 
MECn:. ' 
, 


The Six following were more moderate, but fully for the King, and Church of EZrglard, wiz. h 


_Dr. Collins, Regius Profeſſor, Provoſt of King's Calledge z Dr. Samuel Ward, Profeſſor J7 
of Divinity, and Mr. of Sidney Calledge ; Dr. #/01d/worth, Mr. of Emanuel; Dr. 7 


Y 


Brownrig, Mr, of Catharine-Hall 3 Dr. Comber, Mr. of Trinity; Dr. Smith, Mr. of Mag- 7 
dajen, All theſe were put out by the Parliament, only Dr. Smith died about the begin- # 
ning of 1643. 


The Three following were not put out by the Parliament, but were far from being took't * 
upon as. Puritans or Presbyterians, viz. ] 
* Dr. Bainbrig, Mr. of Chriſt's Colledge ; Dr. Love, Mr. of Bennet Calledge 3; Dr. Eden, F 
a Civilian, Mr. of Trinity-#all. | 
Dr. Radgecroft, Mr. of Caius Colledge, was a Perſon of little Note, but whether he Þ 
Died in bis Place, or was put out, I cannot tearn. £ 
This State of Cambridge was communicatel to me by the Learned and Judicious Mr.. : 
Francs Tallems, who was a Stydent then in 38. : 
By this it appears what a ridiculous Story it is, that the Univerſities were running into * 
the fame Exceſs of Riot 'with Scotland in 1638, But I proceed to his 24 Argument, viz. Þ| 


Argument II, E c 


* The Corrup:ion in appearance favours the Diſſenters and their Deſign againft ' 
«* Fpiſcopacy, 1t then any, they may be ſuſpected for being willing to have it at leaft 
* continued and propagated. | 


T Anſwer : 


1. He durſt not fay, the Corruption frvours the Difſenters, for he knows rhe contrary ;: ' 
hut: he lily ſays, it does 4 appearance favour 'era. This appearance is only to himſelf, 
for T believe no Diſſenter ever thought of it. 
- 2+. I know no Principle of any faber Diffenters that is favoured by this Corruption. 
It is the profeft P: inciple of the Presbyterians, * That no man onght to take upon him 
« the Otfice of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, until he be lawfully called, and Ordained there- 
« unto by the Preſbytery. See the Direttory for 07dznation. | 
Both Presbyterians and Corpregational-Men, whom he dijuntively accuſeth, have de- 
claxcd their United Judgment about the Miniftry in the Zeads of their Agreement (Print- 
et at London 1691) in, which they Unanimouſly declare four the Ele&ion and Ordination. 
of ſuch as undertake the Minifterial Office, the former they aſcribe to the People 3, the 
litter to. the Elders or Paſtors, Chap. 2, Of #be Miniſtry. | 


This 


| F 22 | 
1S wich! This then is the pernicious Principle which he fancies the Diſſentzrs would ſupport 

> by corrupting A. 6. 3. viz. that Ordinarily the People have power to chooſe their own Mi- 
1cn and  Tiſters. This I confe(s is afferted by the Urited Brethren. 


LA And cou'd they beunder any Temptation to corrupt a Text of Scripture to affert a 
Principle that may be juſtified by expreſs Scripture, and is afferted in this very place with- 
Uit, ' out any corrupt Reading ? At, 6. 3. Wherefore, Brethren, look ye out amorg you Seven 


", Mr.» Men of honeſt report, full of the F7aly Ghoſt and Wiſdom, whom we may appaint over thes buſtneſs. 
Fobn's;7: Here the People chooſe the Deacons, the Apoſtles by Impoſition of Hands and Prayer, 
| * Ordain or Appoint the Perſons ſo choſen. 
Parlia- } The Rettor himſelf, in another Mood, allows this power to the People, or Multitude 
> of Believers. For thus he ſpeaks, © The 'Apoſtles commanded the People to chooſe 
;* ſeven men, At. 6.3. So St. Petcr exhorticd them to chooſe one. *® Again, © The 
1d, wiz. 7 * choice of the Perſens to be preſented unto the Apoſtles, was made by the People. +. 
ofeſſor } Whether the Rettor of Zury were according to this Apoſtolical practice, choſen by tlis 
Dr. Þ People, he himſelf beſt knows, and the fool P-ople of Bury may do well to conhider. 
' Mag- 5 Bchold here our Accuſer atierts the very Priuciple, in favour of which he pretends 
begin- # the Presbyrerians or Corgrgational Mcn (tor he knowvs not which) have corrupted the 
# Word of God. | 
b Now {uppole a peevith Recriminaror ſhould retort the Charge upon him, and ſay, there 
took'd ©. is ſhrewd ſuſpicion that the Rettor of Bury hath contributed to the corruptirg of Att. 6. 3. at 
\ leaſt to the continuance and encreaſe of it, % 3 becaiſe it is done in favour of the Popular Prin- 
- ciple he maintains ; what can the Re&tor ſay for himſelf? He ftands condemned out of 
© his own Mouth, If his Argument be goo:!l againſt the Difertcrs, it's good alſo againſt 
>r he # himſelf, For he allows the People as much Power in making their Miniſters as the 
+ Diſenters dg.. Either then let him honeſtly acquit his Brethren, or condemn himlelt. 
; Mr. | They are conſcious to their own innocency;z let him, who is acquainted with the ſecret 
: praittces of the Preſs, come off as well as he can. | 
into ® 3. The altering of we into ye in Af. 6. 3. cannot be imputed to the Diſſenters, or to 
viz. k any Deſign of theirs to aſſert the Peoples power of ſerting up their own Miniſters, p. 25. be- 
| aule the Seven Deacons in A&, 6, 3. were no Miniſters of the Word and Sacrament, in 
= the Judgment of the Diſſenters. They have all along:-pleaded, That the Deacons in Att. 
: 6. were Mzziſters of Tables, and not of the 1/ord. 1s it likely they ſhould corrupt a Text 
to aſſert the Peoples Power in making Sofpel Miniſters, which in their Opinion ſpeaks not 
ainft * of thoſe that Miniſter in Goſpel Myſteries ? : 
leaft ” * It belongs not to the Otfice of Deacons (faith the 1/efiminfer Aﬀembly) to Preach 
* © the Word or adminifter the Sacraments, but to take ſpecial care in diſtributing to the 
© neceſſities of the Poor, See their Advice to the Parliament concerning Church-Go- 
= vernment, in the Directory. 


Eden, 


ry 5 by Argument INI. 
ſelf, & 
F * On the contrary it cannot (faith our Accuſer) with any colcur of reaſon be imagined 
1 *#* * thatthe Epitcopal Parry defign'd to currupt this place, p. 24+ 
him 
ere- | 
7 Anſvier. 


de- | | | 

iat- & This proves nothifig againft the Diſſenters, nor do they charge the Epiſcopal Party with 

tion. any dchgn of corrupting it, tho the Preſs was in their hands, and ftriftly guarded againſt 

the Fthe Purizans, when 17 was firſt done, if it was in the Year 1635, as be {uppoles, 

4. = * Tent. Novum,P. 4. ÞFÞ- 23+ IF Serm. Þ. 23« 
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* Nor will any one of ſence (adds he) believe that the Epiſcopal Party, were willing to 
* have that thru't out of the Scripture, upon which their Church Government ſeerns ta 
* b=builrz or to ſubſtitute in its room what in appearance, overthrows their Polity, 7674. 

I never underſrood before, that the Epiſcopal Government was built on this At of the 
Apoſtles in ordaining Deacons. Doubtleſs the Epiſcopal Party . will reckon themſelves 


tichly obliged to this Mafter-Builder, who hath ſupported the Foundations of their Gc- 


, CY 


verament by ſo ſtrong an Argument as is here propoſed, viz. The ApsſHes Ordained Dea- + 


ens 22 ſerve Tibles, therefore the Church ought to be governd by Eiftops. But he ſpoils ail 


- 42418 by faving, Thar their Church Government ſeems to be built 01 this Scripture, 'Which, in 


3 i -—- 
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Erglrſh, is 25 mnch as if he had ſaid, 7r 7s nor really built upon it, This overthrows 
41 499.0 Roafon, 7h ir was their intereſt not to corrupt ir, ſo that their Cauſe not being; 


37 


really ſraporred by this Text, they might be the Authors of the Corruption, according to . 


the Rector's way of arguing, | 
Tis the Epiſcopal Party are more obliged to the Charity of the Difſcenters in acquit- 
ng em from a detigned Corruption of this place, than to the ſtrengrh of the Rettor', 


Arnzyumncnte 
£.3 


Argument LV. 
© That Party onght in all Reaſon to' be ſaſpe@ed of Fonl-Play herein, who under 
* colour of this nzw Text of- Scripture, aſſert and ſupport the new Popular Government 
*% of the Churcii, as ſome of the Presbyter7ars do at this day, 
For Procf of this he tells us a * Memorable Story (as he calls it) of a Camerorni4n (one 
* of the moſt rigid Sedts of the Scorch Preſbyterians) who Preaching ſome Tears ſince, 
* concerning the Peoples Power of ſetting up their: own Tcachers, urged this corrupt 


** Reading for Proof. 


Anſwer; is 74 ts dy 

7» Tt is a pretty way of proving that the E7g1iſh Preſbyterians, affert the Popular Go- 
vernment of the Church from this Text, becauſe a Scorch Cameronian has done ſo ſome 
Years ſmce. | 

2: T expefted he would have inſtanced in ſome Frgliſh Prefbyterians that had affcrt- 
ed the new Popular Government, as he calls it, from this falſe reading, which he carpets 
on the Diſſenters ; but for Proof againſt the Erg1iſh Difſenters, he ſends us to the Scorch 
Presbyterians, and to the moſt Rigid amongſt them. Does our Accuſer here manage his 


'Byidence with the lealt- ſhew of Common Honeſty 2 He-puts in a Charge againtt the 


ody of Ergiiſh Dilſcnters, and brings in for Guilty, a fingle Scorch Cameronian. 
3- The Scotch Evidence is by Hear-ſay, without fo much as naming the Perſon, Time 


or Plac?, nor producing any Vouchers for the Proof of it. He promited' vs a good cir- 


cumſtaxtial proof, pe 23. and he gives-us one diveſted of all its circunſtances, 
He picks up a ſpurious Story, perhaps in the next Coffee-Zonſe or Ale-Zouſe, that car- 
ries-not the leaſt Evidence of Truth with-it, 'and this he legitimates as far as his Word 
will go, aud recommends from the Pulpit as a ſacred Oracle of God. | 
I will not lay the Brat at the Refor's Door, but fince he is an Undertaker for it, he 
ought to produce the 12 Father, left he tempt ſuch as know him not,” to ſuſpe& he is 
the Man. 
' T have more_Charity for him (as little as he hath for ns) than to impute the 0-iginal 


of *the* Fable unto him; bat -he cannot he'excnſed from riting up 4 reproach againſt his 


Nerghbour, which-is inconfiftent with the CharaQter of a Citizen'of Zion, Pſal. 15. 3, 

4. It is- ſcarce Credible, That a Camerontan Preſbyterian ſhonldafſert a Dodrine direGt- 
ly contrary-to the-Preſhyterran Principles. It's well known none is admitted into the 
Miniſtry in Seorland, without the 1:yirg 6 of the bands of the Preſbytcry, 


5. SUP- 
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Letters decay and grow uſele!s, 
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«. Suppoſe ſome ignorant Cameronran had been abuſed by that corrypt readivg (which we 
have no reaſon to believe on the ReQor's word) and if he had abuſed cthers by a wrong, 


"Crorarion, muſt the Error of one Man be charg'4 upon the wiole Church of Scorland ? 


And wuſt the Error of one Scorci-mn be chard upon all the Frgitfh Preſbviecians 2 This 
is ſuch a piece of Fu$rce, as none will defend, bat a #474”, who [cls to be reveng'd of 
2ll the Fews, becauſ2 one WMordecw had offended. 
Thus I have Examined his Four Croamſtanrtial Profs, which appear to be as filly as 
they are mallctoss, 


He ſnuzgc|s one thing more ina Marginal Note, which T hail almoft over-!coked. 

& The Corcuption (laith he) crept in firſt in the year 1638, in a Bible Printed at C2m- 
« bridge by T0. buck and Acger Daniel, Printers to the Univeriity 3 the latter of which 
* was indeed the Manager of the Preis, and in the Intereſt of that Presbyreriae: 
« Pariy. 

1. Whether R. Da-7el was in the Intereſt of the Preſbyterian Party, I know not; 
but T have no caule to believe it, becauſe he athrms ir. He hath made his Word too cheap 
alrcady to be taken for an Oracle. 

A Gentleman * that was in Camvrizge in 36, and continued Fellow of a College tiil <2, 


affares me he knew. 70, uct very Weil, and gives this Charatter of him, thar he was 


an Eminent, Grave Church-J.t-Z-glad Man, and one of the Ornaments of it, and the 
Principal Manager of the Preſs. The ſame Gentleman tells me, he knew Roger Darie! 
alſo, but he was never Reputed to be a Purita?, nor is it likely, that Mr. Buck would bring 
in a perſon of the Purity Principles, 

2.. But ſuppoſe he were a Pres:yrecian, (which is not very likely, confidering what a 
wa'c\ful Eye Arch-Bifſhop aud Lad upon the Printing-Preffes at that time) may not a 
Man be a Presbyt:7ian - without being a corrupter of the Word of God ? We have proved 
already, that the Corruption of A. 6. 3. favours the Presbyterians, no more than it doth 
the Epiſcopal Party. 

2.. He acquits A. ' Dav1el by a kind of Self-Contradittion from a d-figr'd Corruption of the 
place, for he himſelf acxnowl-dges the firſt Corruption to be an Overtight, a meer Error 
of the Preſs, an an accidental Slip, p 27. ; 

g I find a Camori.'ge Edition of the Bible in Twelves, in the Year 164. by R. Daniel, 
which hath we, anq nor Ye, in Ads 6. J- Uhom we may appoint. This is 4 Clear Evidence, 
That Dazre#s FEcition In 3%,was not deſignedly Corrupted,for then he would have repeated 
it in a time when the Prets was in the Power of the Anti-Epiſcopal-Party. 

It's true, the Error has been repcated fince in ſeveral Imprethens of the Engliſh Bible, 

ut without any Influence or Connivance cf the Difſenters, as he unworthily Suggeſts. 

An Error in one Inpreihon 1s catily. propagated, becauſe the Frames of the Bible are 
often kept intirc, and nut broken by Half Sheets, as in Printing other Bovuks, and fo the 
ſame Set of Frames ſerves for a Second and "Third Imprethon, and ſo forward, until the 
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* Mr. F. Takents of Salop. 
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CHAP, IE. 
More Conſiderations to ſhew the Falſity of the ReCtor's Charge. 


in favour of a popular Government of the Church, in any of their Writings 
againtft the Biſhops and Ceremonies. ; 

Let him Examine all that has been written ſince 1638, to 1696, and Produce, if he can, 
any one Argument Supported by this Falfe Reading. Hal the Diffenters detignedly Cor- 
xupted this place to favour their Deſign againft Epilcopacy, the Corruption would have 
appear'd one time or other in ſome of their Polemic Diſſertations. 

2. The Diffcaters have Written ſeveral Commentaries and Annotations on the Holy 
Bible, perhaps more than the Epiſcopal Party, and many of them have written on As 6, 
3- and not one of them have attempted tv Confirm the Corrupt Reading of it. Mr, 
Baxter's Second Edition reads, Whom we may appoint : Sodo tie Centinuators of Mr. Pool; to 
doth Du-Veil on the As, though he was an Avabaptift, as I am inform'd. Mr. Clark "in 
his Quarto Edition of the New Teſtament hath ye, but by a miſtake of the Printer, for 
his Marginal Notes are not corrupt, and the Error is rettifcd in his bol. Edit. Printed a 
Zond, 15go. That latter Edition hath we. | 

3- Had the Corruption been defign'd in favour of the Diſſenters, it would have been 
promoted when they were uppermoſt, and had th? power of the Preſs. 

I have taken a little Pains to examine the Editiuns of moſt Years between 15640, ana 
x660, when the Anti-Epiſcopal Party were in the Aſcendant, and I find 'em generally 
right in As 6. 3. 


For more Satisfattion to the Inquiſttive Reader, I will exhibit the Editions of each Year, 
which are as followeth : 


| The Impreſſion of the Bible in 

1628 London, by Robert Barker, Otetavo, hath we, (and not ye) in As 6 3. 

163y ——by Barker hath we. 

1639 by Barker and BzlI, we. 

1639 Cambr. by Th. Buck and Roger Datel, we. 

1640 Lond. by R. Barker, Twelves, we. EN 
1542 Amſterdam, with Bezz4 and Fun. Notes, Folio, we. This Edition is much Mit- 

Printed. | 

1542 Edinburgh, by Evan Tyler, 24- Wes 

1642 Ind. by Barker, Ottavo, we. 

1643 Cambr. by the Printers to the Univer. we, 

1643 Anſterd, Fol. with the Geneva Notes we. 

1644 Amſterd, T welves, we. 

1646 ——by Bentley, We. 

1645 Lond. by the Aſſigns of F. Bill, and C. Barker, we, 

1646 ——by the Comp. of Stationers, me. 

1647 —by Barker and the Aſſigns of Bz1l, we, 
1647 ——by the Company of Stationers, we. 

1645 by I/1I. Benley, we. 

1543 ——by the Comp. of Stationers, We. 


1643 


"Ne O Proteſtant Difſenters have ever Vindicated that Corrupt Reading, or urged it 


8) ee Ie 
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1643 ——by R.Barker and Aſſhgns of F.Bill, we. 
1648 by Evan Tyler, we. 
OO Ropes 1648 Cambr, by R. Daniel, Twelves, we. 
1649 Lond. by the Comp. of Stationers, we. 
1649 by the Company of Stationers, 02u0, we. 
1649 ——by the Company of Stationers, Quarto, with Geneve Notes, Wes 
1650 ——by Roger Norton, Oftavo, we. 
. 1650 ——by the Comp. of Stat. large 0. we. 
"y 16514 —by the Comp. of Stationers, we. 
1651 ———by Roger Norwn, Oftauo, we. 
rged it 1652 ——by the Company of Stationers, 0420, we. 
ritings 1 1652 ——by F. Field, Printer to the Parliament of E»gland, Twelves, we. 
— = 1653 ——byF#. Feld, Printer to the Parl. Twetves, we, 
ie can, ® 1653 ——by Frzeld, 24. we. 
r Cor. © 1653 -——by Evan Tyler, we. 
| have & 1653 or Giles Calvert, we. 
= - 1659 ——by F. Field, Parl. Print. We, 
Holy & 16554 ——by Evan Tyler, We. 24. 
| | 1655 —by Norton, We. ; 
Mr. * 2655 —— by E.T. for the Society of Stat, we. 
ol: þ | 1656 ——by 4. Hills and F. Field, Twelv.we. 
1656 ——by Fo. Fel, one of his Highneſs's Printers, $Y0. we. 
. for & 1557 by Fames Fleſher, We. | 
\ 1657 Cambr, by Fo. Field, large 8yo, ye. 
1657 ———by R. Danel, ye. | : 
155% ——by Fo. Field, one of his Highnefs's Printers, Twelv. we. 
1656 by Fo. Field, one of his HighneſS's Printers, 24. Wes 
1659 Cambr, by Fo. Field, large Fol. ye. 


* By this Table of Editions it appears, That moſt Impreſſions from 40 to 60 are right. 

= T cou yet find but i&ree Editions that have ye in As 6, 3. during the whole time of the 

® Long Parliament, which I have noted in the Year 1657, one by Field, the other by D4a- 
| ziel, and a third by Field, 59. Theſe muft be accidental, becauſe Fleſher's Edition of 

Z 1657 15 right, and Field and Danel arc right in the Editions of other Years. 

” All which makes it very Evident, the Presbyterians had no deſign to faltfie the Sacred 
q: Text. 

4. Several Editions in King Charles the Second's time, when the Biſhops, and not the 

* Diſnters had the Management of the Preſs, are Corrupt, and have, whom ye may appoint, 

| in ATs 6. 3. 

| TI wil oeſene the Rea1er with the true and falſe Editions in two diftint Tables, from 

» the Year 1650, to this preſent Year 1696. ; 

The true Editions that have whom we may appoint, are as follows : 


Rm 
- 
= 
NERO 


lit- 


1660. Lord, by Hills and Field, large Otavo, wee 
1662.. Cann's Bible we, f 
1653. Cambr. ]. Field, Quarto, we. 
1664, Carr's Bible with References hath we, though a very Corrupt Editions. 
1666. Cambr. by F. Field, Quarto, we. 
1669. Lond. by Bill and Barker, we. 
1669. Savoy, by Billand Barker, large Ottavo, we. 
166g. Lond. by Bark:r, Wes 
1669. Iond. by Bill and Barker, Oltavo, we. 
1670, Cambr. by F. Hays, Quarto, we. ; 
- 4673. Lond, by Barker and Bill, Oftavo, we. Þ675o 
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1675. 


1675. Lond. by the —_ of Bill and Barker, large Ottayo, we. 


1675. 
1676. 
1977. 
1678, 
I679. 
1630. 
1681. 


1652, Oxford, Octavo, we. 


1683. 
I584. 
1554, 
15Y5. 
1536. 
1657, 


1637, Oxford, we. 


1638. 
1538, 
1689. 
I 690. 
1691. 
| Colo 
1692. 
1693. 
1693. 
1594+ 
1595 
IE95- 
1695. 
16906, 
1696. 


It's obſervable hcre, 1. That Two Editions of Cave, which is all T have ſeen of -h's, 
have Ie. He was a rigid Brownist, hut did not mil-print this place. l: 
2. Mr. Baxter's Edition of the New Teſtament, for which he was Fined and Impr iſoned, 
hath We. His very Enemies cou't not charge him with corrupting the Sacred Text, £ 
- The Scotch Edition in 1681, hath Te ; Ho hath a former Edition which 1 noted in 
a, and three more by Evan Tyler, . the Scorch Printer in 53, 54s 55- hetc are all :he 
Scorch Editions I have yet ſeen, by which we may judge of the reſt ; Tho he co!ificiently 
affirms, without the leatt Proof, 74:7 th Scotch Bivtes are g:nerally faulty in this pajjage.p.29. 


And, Th. 


laps, I may give a more full account of the Search Bibles kcreafcer, 


I will fubjoin an Account of ſuch faulty Editions as I have met with f om 1650 :to 
1696, which are as fulloweth :; 


1650. 
1661, 
1662. 
1665. 
1666. 
1663, 


.* T6685 
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Oxford, Quarto; we. 


Cambr. by F. Hays, Quarto, we. 

Lond. by Chr. tes Quarto, we, 

Cambr. by F. Hays, Quarto, we. 

Lond. by Bill, Barker, Newcomb and Hills, Ottavo, we. 

Oxford, Quarto, We. 

Cambr. by F. /Zays, Quarto, we. 
Edirgburgh, by the Heir of Andr. Anderſon, Printer to the King, Quarto, we. 


oe OR EO NED 


Oxford, Quarto, we. | 
Lond. Bill, Nemcomb and Hills, we. — | 
Oxford, Fol. we ; ; 
| 
| 


Twely ww we, and another 24.we. 
we. 
TImd. by Bill, Hills and Newcomb, we. 


Tond, by Zill, Hills and Newcomb, we. | | = 
Oxford, 24. Wes | t 
Oxford, we. | 0 $92.90 
Lond. Chr, Bill, and Tho. Newcomb, large © Otavo, we. nn” 
—-by Fill 2nd Newcomb, Twelves, we. '- © © 
—y bill and Newcomb, Ottavo, we. 
enn_—_—by Bill, and the Executrix of 1h9, Newcemb, we, 
Dy Bl, We. 
—— —by Fill, and the Executrix of Newcomb, we. 
by Bill, Newcomb and Hills, we 
w Bill, Newcomb and #ilis, we. 
Oxford—— we 
London the New Teſtament; with Mr. Baxter's Notes, wes 4 
by Bill and others, we- 
——by Chr. bill, and Executrix of Tho. Newcomb, we. 


it tho Scotch Ark f.2 mpe 73 With, a9! 4 refines upon the IL ord of God. P, 26. Bur PÞCEr- 


London, by Fokn Fisl.1. ye may apppoirt, Act. 6, 

Cambridge, by F. Fieid, large 80. ye | 

London, by Bill and, Barker —ye ”& 
by F. Bill and Chr. Barker, Ye © 

———by Bill and Barker, ye 

by Bil} and Barker, VCs 


SAVOY, by Biiia and Barker, Yes : | / 1 t 
| A 1670. "n 


670, 


| contrary is exprefled. 


L071 


1670. Savoy by the Aſfigns of Fohn Bill and Chr. Barker, ve. 
by the Athgns of F. Bill and Chr. Barker, ye (large $yo.} 


167 I. — 

1671. Oxford, ſmall 8vo. ye. 

1672. Savoy, by the Aſhgns of Bil! and Barker, 12. ye. 
1672. London, by the Aſhgns of Bill and Barker, 24. ye. 
1673. — by Bill and Barker, 24. ye. 

1673. — by the Afſhgns of Bill and Barker, $vo. ve. 
1674, — by the Aſhgns of Bll and Barker, ye. 
15675. —- by the Aſhgns of Bill and Barker, 12. ye. 
1676: ——by Bill and Barker, 12, ye. 


—— by the Aſſigns of 5711 and Barker, 24. yc- 
—-—by the Aſhgns of Bill and Barker, ye. 
—— by Bl, Barker, Newcomb and #lls, ye. 
——by Bill, Newcomb and #1lls, large $vo. ye. 
by Bil, Newcomb and #ills, 12. ye. 
Oxford, $v0. ye. : 
London, by the Aſſigns of Bill, Newccomb and #1iis, ye 
Oxford, ſmall $vo. ye. 
London, by Bill, Newcomb and Hills, ye. $v0. 
by Bill, Newcomb and Hills, 24. YC. 
—— by Bill, Newcomb and Hills, ye. 
1682, ——by #ills and Newcomb, ye. 
1682, ——by the Aſſhgns of Fo. Bill, Tho, Newcomb and Henry ills, large $yo. ve, 
16223, ——by #ills and Newcomb, ye. 
1683, ——by the Aſhgns of Bill, and by #il's and Newcomb, ye, 
1584, —— by the Aſſigns of Bill, and by Hills and Newcomb, ye. 
- 1685. — by the Aſhgnsof F. Bill, and by Hills and Newcomb, ye. 
1686. — by Charles Bill, 2. Hills and Tho. Newcomb, ye. 
1687. -by Ch. Bill, Hills and Newcomb, YC. 
16$9. Oxford, large $vo. ye. 
1691, —— 12, YC. 


1676, 
1677. 
1678. 
1679. 
1679s 
1680. 
1680. 
I651. 
IGSI. 
1681, 
1682, 


Obſerve in theſe Editions : 


it. They are all 0Qavo's or Duodecino's of the larger or ſmaller fize, but where the 


2. I find no leſs than Thirty Eight Editions that are faulty in A#.6. 33 Our Au- 


& thor techs us * That upon Examination he hath found the firſt accidental {lip repeated 
| * ſince inat leaſt half a dozen Impreſſions of the Bible here in Ergland, p. 27. And in 
# another place he faith, © His Diligence and Obſervation has not been a little, and ma- 
& naged with all care and faithfulneſs in examining this point, 7. 22. 


If his Fairkfulneſs 


be no greater than his Diligence and Obſervation, 1 doubt. it's very little, Wonderful 
Diligence ! to'be able to diſcover about Six or Seven faulty Imprefſhons mm near Fotry. 
I can mcet but with two faulty Editions in King V71am's Time, aftid both in Oxford, 


*; 


F 2 * F \ j = . . . . 
| © Which, he ſays, has, for ought he can learn, bcen ſomewhat happier, in this kind, than 
| © her Siſter Cambridge, P. 22, But in this alſo, he is ſomewhat mifraken, as he is in his 


other accounts; For I find Five Oxfor4 Editions that are faulty. And I hope, he will 
not ſay, That Prefbytery was in the Aſcendant when theſe Corruptions happened there. 
4- Different Editions by the ſame hand do vary, ſome* having we, others ye,” which 


is an evidence the Corruption -is accidental. B7llI and Barker's Edition'in” Oitavo, 1673, 


bath Ie; another Edition by Bill and Barker 'in 24's,' 1673, hath" re: ' 'So' in 1678, 


and 1n 1687, : ry SIE EE Re 

5. From'the' whole it appears, that moſt of the Corrupt Editions were in K. Charles 

the TIS time, when the Fpiſcopal-Party were in the Afccndant, and had the fole Manage- 
| D we | 


ment of the Pret>. There- 


© COR: 


Fherefore let the ReRor lay the Saddle on the right Horſe, and when he has done, 
tet him try his Skill, by another 7Terrarmen nouum, to make it fit as ealie as he can. - J will Þ 
ons in that Reign, in which Debauchery and Corruption of Manners were in the Aſcendan, ® 
which might render it a lictle dirkcult for the Maiter-Pranters, to get ſober and conſi E 
I am of this Gentleman's mind, That ſome effettual courſe ſhould be taken to refifie 7 
not only this (Which is all his concern) but other mittakes of the Preſs 3 but we differ in 
the Mcrh04 of . curirg theſe Evils. 2 
He recommends to thoſe in Authority, the burnirg of one or more Bibles thus deprayed, Þ 
I confeſs, I love not the burning, of the Holy Bible, eſpecially for one literal miſtake, 5 
becauſe by the ſame Rule, all our Bibles might be in danger of the Flames, for it will # 
it is not fit the Sacred Scriptures ſhould be obnoxious to the Fiery Zeal of every peeviſh | 
Crick, or deſig-ing Advyertary, who may take occaſion to pick quarrels with 'em, and ® 
Tell it not in Gath ! That a Sor of the Church, and a Proteſtant Divine, ſhould make : 
a Motion for the burzirg of 3ibles, at this time of day, when our Popiſh Adverſuries are 
But I keave this Incendiary to walk in the light of his own Fire, and to warm -himſclf ; 
at the Sparks that he hath kimdled. 
be the employing of perſons of greater Diligence and Obſervarion, and of greater Care | 
and Faithfulneſs than the Re&tor hath ſhew'd in examining the Errata of the Preſs. | 
he might have bid Fair tor the Orfice of a Corrector of the Preſs, which would - have ena-K 
bled him to ſcrve his Generation to better purpoſe, than he can do by Publiſhing Ca-F 


[1 ] : 
not int:ude upon his Frovince, to enquire into the Reaſdns of multiplying Corrupt Editi-# 
cientis © 
045 Correttors. 6; 
as a p. op2r Remedy, P. 27, 28. 
be very difficult, if not next to impcffible, to find one Bible without a /iteral fault, And 
demand Fudgment againft *'cm for every Miſdemeaxzour of the Prels. 
threatning us, and ready to add more Fuel 80 the Fire, to confame all the reſt, 
I humbly conceive, the moſt proper means of obtaining more Corre# Bibles, would ; 
Had he evidenced as good an Intereſt in theſe qualifications, as he pretends -to, Pe 22, : 
lumnies in the Name of God. 


CHAP. IV. 


Findicating Mr. B. and Exhibiting Ten Iuftances of the Reftor's 
corrupt way of Citing the Holy Scriptures. 


N his Epifile he accnfeth him alſo with corrupting the Word of God. | 
| His Words arc theſe, —* Nor is this (of AG. 6, 3.) the only Inftance of: this 
© kind, Ig the Diſſenters Petition for Peace above Years ſince, AG. 15. 19, 
> 4 (it ſhould he 28.) is, thus cited—— To lay. up9n you 10 greater burden. than neceſſary 
things, that: fmall word, theſe being, cunningly left out meerly to ſupport their Pcopo-Þ 
fiction, Mr. B. who drew uy the Petition, and ſince has been publickly charg'd for thus 
abuſing the Scripture, though he forgot not to acquaint ys, with. the moft trivial, yea, 
ridicilous Taffages. of his. Life, yet had-not the ingenuity, to ConfeG bis Errox,, nor yet 
the cqurage to palliate it with any Excuſe. WE” | 
1 Bs © Anſwer, | 
That, great; Man,was not at. iſyre to take notice of, nor diſpoſed to Anſwer every trifling 
Accuſcr..This Accuſation is as growndleſs as it is, malicious, and. therefore Mx. B. might cafil 


» 


pals it over in lence. 
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I-wit He that will make Silence an Argument of Guilt, would have Condemned the moſt Ynno- 
- Edici. & ccnt Perton that ever was, Matth. 26. 63. | | 
di; & _Mr- B. urged that Text to prove that the Apoſtles impoſed only neceſſary things, and 
ſcien wy did not make unnecefſary things neceffary, by meer Impo:irion, his Words are theſe : 

% *© The Apoſtles and Elders, A&. 15.28. declare unto the Churches, that it ſeemed Gond 
reftifie . to the Holy Ghoſt and them, to lay upon them no greater burdcn, than neceſſary things z 
iffer in = © impoling them becauſe antecedently neceſſary (for that is given as the reaſon of their Se- 

© #& © lettion and Impoſition) and not only making unneceſſary things neceſſary, by Impohition, 
raved, & © for then the Impoiition had been unneceſſary, tho it was not a imple, unchangcable nc- 

'® © ceſlity, yet it was a neceſſity by accident, pro rempore © loco, antecedent fo the Impolt- 
riſluke, © tion of that Aſſembly Petit. for Peace. p. 29. Lond. 1651, 
t will Here I detire the Reader to obſerve : : 

Ana =: That Mr. B. docs not pretend to make a full Recital of the Words of the Decree, but 
peeviſh to give the Reaſon upon which it was grounded, and that is, the neceſſity of the thivgs im- 
\ and | piſed. They were not neceſſary, meerly becauſe zmpoſed, but impoſed becauſe -neceſ]ſary under 

& preſent Circumſtances. 

_— & Hadnhecited the very words of the Text, ke would hare rendred 'em in the fecond per- 
» ate lon, It feemed Good to the Holy Ghoit, and to us, to lay upon you n0 greater burden - But he 
| ſpeaks in the 3d perſon, Ir ſeemed Good to the Holy Ghe8t and them, to Iay upon then------ 're- 
ganſols z tcrring to the 2/78ory, and not to the very words of the Decree. 

_ | TheRettor may as well quarrel with him for not menticning the Canons of the Council, 
_ F v. 29. (Which he had no occalien to repeat) as for leaving out the word theſe, which evident- 
- Car: ly points at them. | ' 

"E When Mr. B. citcs the Words of Scripture, he dues it ina different Charatter, as may 
p = | be ſeen in thfat very Page in 1 Cor-11-19. Which he there quotes in /tulick 7 eners but he 
d Pant : refers to Acts 15. 29. without changing the form of the Letters, by which *cis apparent, he 

Ca | <id not detign to' tranſcribe the very words of the Text. : : | 
E Tt's hard meaſure to Charge a Man, who only refers to a Text of Scripture, or gives the 

# ſenſe of. it, with corrupting the Word of God, bccauie he has not tranſcribed the whole *27/c. 

E 2. TfWOuld have look'd moregenerozs in this Criminatorgto have anſwer'd Mr. B's Argu- 
— | ment from this place againſt unneceſſary Impoſitions, than to blemith the Reputation of a dead 

| Man. But it's eafjer to revile a Man than to confure him. 

| 3. TI have reaſon to ſuſpett the Redtor took up this Calumry at ſecond hand from Dr. ook, 

to whom he refers in the Margin, and never examin'd the truth of it, Fer thus he begins 

> the Chargc---- /7 the Difſenters Perition for Peace above years ſince, He could not tell how 

EF many years ſince, and therefore left a blazk, to be filled up by any body that would do him 
rs that kindneſs, Had he perus'd the Petition it {clf, it would have cured his Ignorance con- 


F- this 

D 13, E 
Jay 
ropo-| 
thus 


yea, 


Xx yet 


ifling 
eafily 
He 


ccining the diſtance of time. 
Beiides he cites the Text out of the Peririon thus To lay upon you no greater burden 

| than neceſſary thirgs, Whereas if he had taken the Words out of the Petirzon it ſelf, he muſt 
have cxhibited them as I have above to lay upon them no greater burden 

One may ſee by this what little truft is to be given to this man's Accuſation, who takes 
up any filly Calumny, and reports it again for truth, without once examining whether it be 
{0 or not : But that is inconſiſtent with the Detign he had in hand, which was to Calunnt- 
ate foutly in bopes ſomething might ſtick. 

4. But fince the Rettor ſo roundly Chargzs others with corrupting the Word of God, it 
will not hc amils to take notice how he treats it himfclf. | 

I will obſcrre a few of his own C9rations, which I ſhould have over-look'd, if he had not 
thus unjuſtly accuſed his Brethren of that which he is ,2ororioufly guilty kimſelf. SED 

Ou alterum tienſat probri, ipſum ſe intuert oporter. | 

lou art tmexcuſable, 0 Man 


for wherein thou judgeſt another, thou condemneſt thy ſelf, 
for thou that judg ft do28 rhe ſame things, Rom. 2.1. | : 

T confeſs, 1 love not recriminations, but when a Man is ſo quick-ighted, as to bebotd & 
Mote 
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mote in his brothers Eye, 'tis an a7 of Charity to help him to a Glaſs that may diſcover 
unto him ſome of tbe beam in his own Eye. 

If he pleaſe to re-view the Scripture-Quotarions in his own Sermon, he'l find many -of 'em 
not exactly rendred. He would reckon it unfair did we go about to aggravate its Over- 
fights, and charge him with poyſoning the foumain-head, refinirg upon the Word of God, lyivp 
againſt the Holy Ghoft, &c. He would ſay, theſe were hard Words ; an4 yet this is the Lan- 
zuage he gives the Diſſenters for a literal fault, which he cannot prove upon them. 


Inſtwmces of lis careleſs and looſe way of citing the Scriptures. 


I. His very Text from which he takes occaſion to aggravate his Charge againſt us.of 
Corruptirg the IWord of God, is corrupily rendred by him, Prov. 30. 6s Add thou not unto. 
kzs Word, fo the Rettor. It ſhould have been, Add tyou not unto bs Words, in the pl. So 
it is in our Frglifh Bibles, Tc. fo it is in the Original Zebrew VNAT verbs ejuss Here 
is a litreral fantr, and tuch as ſubſtitutes the ſingular number for the plural, in var ReGtor's 
very Text. . He that ſo grievoully cenſures others for a litteral fault, ſhould tell by what: 
Authority he mates bold to alter (or to uſe his own Dialett, to corrupt) the very Text of 
his Sermon. | 

He repeats the Text in the ſame manner, in 7. 1, and 2. and' therefore cannot charge 
the Preſs with this Error. 

I's true the variation does not corrupt the ſer;ſe 3 but allow Men a liberty of a litteral 
variation from the Language of the Holy Ghoſt, the ſenſe and meanivg cannot be long ſecur'd. 

IT. The firſt Scripture that occurs after the Text and Context, is 1 Cor, TOC 11. mWrit-: 
ten for our inSfrufion upon whom the ends of the World are come: So he reads it, (pe. 1.) but in 
our E»gliſh Bibles it is thus—— written for our admonition upon whom Here he changes 
admonition into instrutior, tho the Original he pz SFeote, and properly render'd admonition 
by our Tranſlators both here, an4 in Eph. 6. 4, Titus 3. 10. | 

II. His next Allegaticn is from Deut. 4. 2. Te ſhall not add unto the 110r4,. neither ſhall 
ye diminiſh ought from it. It ought to be thus read, Te ſvall not add unto the Word which I 
command you, netther ſhall ye diminiſh ought from it. Here he leaves out th2 Words which I 
command you, witnout which the fenle is imperfect. He condemns Mr. B. for Icaving out 
the word theſe, and himſelf leaves aut but four Words together, an.l thoſe allo effential 
to the ſentence he produceth. 

LV. Having compar'd his Text with Dext. 2. and 12. 32, he enlargeth his foun- 
dations, and faith, for which reaſon therefore IT would read the Text thus, add not thou u;:- 
tw his Word, neither diminiſh ought from tit, p. 2, 

Hz may read it as he pleaics, but thoſe Words, neither diminiſh ought from it, are an ad- 
dition to that Text, which ſaith ad ror. Muft we tack to every Text what is faid in other 
Scriptures nore fully, and make that explanatory addition an cffential part of the Test ? And 
when we have thus filfd it up from parallel Scriptures, ſhall we pretend it ought to be read 
thus ? This would create as many varions Readings, as there are parallel] Texts. 

Unhappy Solomon ! Hadft thou liv'd in our days to conſult a Man wiſer than thy ſelf, he 
wou'dt have taught thee to have put this Saying in a better form, and to write it thus, 
2.id rhou not unto his word, neither dimimjh ought from it, However, thou can'ft not but take 
t kindly, that he ſupplies in Reading, the defett of thy Writing, 

Our #evbrew Bibles have ſeveral Kerr's and Cethib's, in which the Marginal Reading va- 
rics from the 17717 in the Text, asthe Maſorites have obſerved : But this new Ker?, or 
?22ding eſcaped their Obſervation. If's to be hoped the Learned' World will rake notice 
af it 1n the next Edition of the Maſora. 

We have all read theſe Werds, neither diminiſh ought from it, in Dent. 4. 2. but a Man 
may ſooner read .out.his Eyes, than read the words in the ReQtor's Text, as it lics in our 
Bidlcs, 

Ani 
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And therefore: to help: you to. the True Reading of. this | uſt I 
Purchaſe of the Nor ns, bes for your way Sen TTTTOn _ AC : 

V. He thus cites Jſa. 11-9. That the borowledge of the Lord might cover the Earth, as the 
Waters cover the Sea, Our Bibles have it thus, The Earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as che Waters cover the Sea. 

Here alſo he not only changes the Conftrufion of the former part of this Sentence, bur 
ſubſtitutes one word: for another, viz. might cover, inftead of ſhall be full- Fhe Heb: "R=71 
which we render ſal be full, will not admit of the Refor's Tranſlation. Schindler (in his 
LTexic. Pentaglor,) mentions four fignifications of RYD. but not one to the ReQor's purpole. 

Nor will the Lxx's Tranſlation relieve him, for that has #ygxans0y, which anſwers our 
Engliſh filled, And I do not find that the other Gr. Verfrons do vary from the Lxx upon 

this Texts Vid. F "4- Veter. Interp., Grac. in Jſ4.11. 

The Rettor therefore abuſes this Scripture in the two Inſtances which he condemns in 
others, viz. diminiſhirg and adding. He diminiſhes, by expunging thoſe words, ſhall be full x 
and adds of his own, the words, might cover. 

— VL. He thus quotes Rev.22.18,19.1 certifie 10 every man, &c. p.13. Our Engliſh Bibles have 
it, 1 reffifie unto every man-----And the Gr. ZuuuayTvesuar, ought to be fo rendred. Tt 
—__ ſeem the Rettor wanted his Spettacles, and by a miſtake of the Letter rea certify, 

Or teftif ye 

oy 4 tells us that We diminiſh from the Word, when we caſt away any,never ſo little part of 

t P.13. And thus he cites Matth.5.18,——7il} Heaven and Earth paſs away, not one jot, or 
title ſhall paſs from the Law. 
Our Bibles render the Verſe thus Till Heaven and Earth paſs, one jot or one title ſhall 
i no wiſe (s wn) puſs from the Law, 1ill all be fulfilled. Here he leaves out the little word 
(one) which is repeated in the Text, and the weighty words, 2x no wiſe 3 and ovyer-looks the 
Concluding words, till all be fulfilled. 

Doubtleſs the words left out here, are 4 /'ttle part of the Scripture ;z and therefore by his 
own Dottrine he diminiſheth from the Word. 

VIII. He thus gives the words of As 6. 3. Seek out ſeven Men of honeſt Report, and full of 

the Holy Ghoft, &c. P21. 

Our Authorized Bibles have it thus, Look ye out amoi;g you ſeven Mez-----Here he puts feet 
for loo ( 6&hox4 a3 ) perhaps this alſo was an Overſight in Reading e But why he ſhould 
leave aut thoſe words, amovg you, I can give as little Reaſon, as he can in charging Mr. B. 
with abufirg the Scripture, in leaving out (theſe) when he did not pretend tv cite the very 
words of the Text, as the Rettor here doth. 

But I hope he'll hve the Ingenuity 10 confeſs by Error, or the Courage t0 palliate is with an! 
Excuſe, (Epiſt.) the want of which he blames in Mr. B. 
IX. He exhorts his Bretbren 10 lay aſide all guile and hypocriſies, 1 Pet.2.1. P26. 

The Text runs thus-----Laying aſide all malice, and all gutle and kypocriſtes, and envies, and 
etl ſpeakings. | 

How he comes to ſkip over all malice, and to begin with guzle, I do not pretend to give 
a Reaſon z tho' perhaps ſome may tell him, That his Sermon is ſo full of malice againſt the 
Diſlenters, that he was not willing this troubleſome word ſhould ſtare him in the face, and 
create any uncaimecis of thought to him, in his warm purſuit of that Party. | 

X; I will inftance in one other Text, which he thus renders, 2 Pet.3.16. hich they that 
are Unable and Urlzarned wreſt, as they do all the other Scriptures, 19 their onn d:flrudion. 

In our Bibles the words are thus, 1kich they that are Uilearned and Unſtable wreſt, as they 
do alſo the other Scriptures, &C. 

Here he not only perverts the Order of the Holy Ghoſr, in the words, Valearned and Vi;- 
Fable ; but for alſo th? ather Scriptures, ( x) Tas Aungas) hercads all the other Scriptures. - 

Thus we have trac him in his Scriprure-Qnotations, in which one might have expected 
more Exatinelis from {o Criticala Cenſor. 
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'Yo dectime with ſach bitterne$s againſt Innocent Men, as Corrupters of the Word of Gol, 
and-in the ſame Breath to cite the Scriptares fo Corrapoly, evidences more of Zared to the 
Presbyterians,' than of Afe&#io7 to the Word of God. | © £327% 

I will/ not firy he had any Deſign $0 Corrupt theſe Scriptures : T believe it was an Over- 
fight, which is culpable cnough in a Man of his Character, without being aggravated. 

The ReQor, of any man, fthould be charitable in his Cenfures of others, who while he 
is unjuftly charging the Diffemers with one falſe reading, bas made himſelf undeniably 
guilty of Ten. Ten to One is great Odds, and yet our Accuſer would be thought a warm 
and gealozs defender of the Scriptures, for thefe Epithers he gives himſelf, p. 27. 

It ever poor Man has made- work for Repa#trance, the Rettor has done {0 in this Ser- 
mon (if I may abuſe the Word by. calling a Libel by that name) the chicf deſign of which 
is to load his Brethren with a Crime not to be namel among Chriftians. - He tclls us, that 
the Chief Reaſon of bis undertaking, was to tax the Diſſemers with corrupting the Word of 
God, Epiſt. & p. 2, Nay, he faith, is « the point he chiefly aimed 10 i»ſiſt on, p. 20. 

Now let the World judge, what a vile thirg it is, to accuſe a Conſiderable Party of 
ook Chriftians, of the moſt impious prattices, without the- leaft Proof to ſupport the 

I"arge. wy | 

A good Name us better than precious Ointment,and ravher to be choſen than great Riches, Eccl.7.1, 
Pro. 22.1. theretore he that robs me of it,deprives me of that which is more valuable than 
Gold and Silver. For this Reaſon, a falſe reſtimony was Capitally punifh'd by the old Romar 
Laws, 41. Gell. xx. 1. And God himſelf has levelted one of the fer Commandments againſt 
this Wickedneſs, Hz that ſaid, Thou ſhalt nos kill, Thou ſhalt not commit adultery, hath alſo 
faid, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs. "i © % 

Men- may talk of Religion, and-of their Zeal for the Worq4 of God, but» when the 
Tongue 5 ſer on fire of Hell, and full of deadly poyfon, they'il ſcarce convince the Worl4 
that they have any great ſhare of the one or the other. FRED, ; 

Can any thing be more inconſiftent, than at the ſame time, t0 bleſs Go4 even the Fa- 
ther, and to curſe (or reproach) men which are made after the ſumilimde of God * ' Ean there 
be a greater Inftance of this, than for a - Man to aim at the reviling of his Neighbours 
as the Chief Point he drives at in Preaching the Word of God. | 

He that viotates the Laws of Truth in þjs own words, may be preſum'd to have no great 
regard to the Truth of Gods Word, - 

*Fwas a ſaying of - Pyrhaporas;' that the Gods had grantel unto: Men two amiable Blet- 
ſings, 73 fs aanStver x, gvzggerdy to embrace the wuth, and 10 do good, * | 

Truth and Goodveſs are Divine Perfeitions, and the contrary to them are the diftinguiſh« 
ing CharaQters of the moſt degenerare Spirits. , 

L leave it to impartial Judgments to con'ider how far the Refor has declined a Con-» 
formity to the Drone Pattern, and imitated the Accuſer of the Brethren, whoſe Prime Qua- 

Hiries are Lyirg and Malignty. STC 

I have now done with him, and will only offer him this wholſome Counſel at parting, 
in requitalt of the Wrong he hath done us. TIS 

If he expedts a well-gronnded-Peace in a Dying-Hour, 1 would adviſe him in a penitent 
manner to ask forgiveneſs, (1.) Of God, in whole Sacred Name he delivered this * Scans 
dalous Figment. (2.) Of his Brethren the Diſſenters, whoſe Reputation he would have 
mortally wounded, if the poiſon'd Arrow of a Falſe Tongue could have done it. (3.) Of 
his Dioceſas, and that Publick Afſemtly, in whoſe Ears he Publithed this Catumny and. 
1.) Of that Honourable Lord, under whoſe Name he pretumes to ſbelrer himclf Þ; 
while he diſcharges Voll:ys of Reproaches againit a Multitude of Innocent People, : whotc 
only Defence is the Armour of Righreouſneſs. - ; | 

\Vhen he has proceeded thus far in the Duty of a Penitent, he ought to make what rea- 
ſonable /arjefa#ion-he is able, to the injured Party. The Difſznrers deftire. no Damages, 
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_ for the Prejadices he has violently endeavour'd to have done them' : All the Reparation 


they demand, is no. more than what himſelf muſt needs judge reaſonable, that is, That 
he will burn bz Sermon, ; 

This he cannot juſtly except againſt, for he himſelf hath condemn'd' whole Bibles to be 
burnt for one Corruption of the Sacred Text F, and if this be a righteons ſentence ( as he 
thinks it is) be cannot but think it highly equitable, That his Sermon ſhould be caſt into 
the fire, which contains Ten Corruptions of the Sacred Text, beſides the corrupe Deſign of 
the whole, to bel his honeſt Neighbours. 

This may ſerve as a Touchftone to try the fincerity of his Zeal to the Word of God, 
and it's Purity. If it he ſuch as he pretends, he'll make no difficulty of expiatirg his Crime 

by ſuch a cheap ſacrifice as this, For if he carr ſacrifice a Bible in revenge of the Diſſen- 

' rers for one imaginary fault of theirs, he'll chearfully ſacrifice a poor Sermon in revenge of 
himſelf for no leſs than Tem. real faults of his own 3 for you muſt not be ſo uncharitable; 
as to think him fonder of his own Productions, than of the Inſpir'd Writings. 

I ſhall conclude with ſome-of the firſt words of his Epiſtle, in which he tells the World, 
That he has been perſwaded by ſome private friends to Publiſh his Sermon. 

It does nut concern us to Rhow who theſe private friends were z. perhaps, upon ſecond: 
thoughts, he may take them for privare foes, that would tempt him to expoſe his blin& 
ſide to the World, by making Publick a falſe Accuſation, which had it been ſuppreſs'd 
within thoſe Walls, where it was deliver'd, might have paſs'd for a Szcret Oracle with 
fome Credulous People, and left the injured Party under the Imputation of a bale Reflec-- 
tion, without any poſſible Relief. 

I cannot imagine that either his 0rdinary, or the ſober part of the Clergy would ever 
perſwade him to Publiſh a Calumny, ſo vile in its nature, to inconſiſtent in its parts, ſo 
weakly managed, ſo maliciouſly applied, and fo vitibly ſupported by ungrounded ſuſpici- 
ons, and fabulous Narratives. | Fw 

But whoever they are, and: whatever ends they had, in procuring a Publication of the 


'- Sermon, we reckon our ſelves obliged g#them, for putting us in. a capacity to vindicate 


to 


our ſelves. 

Though, when all is done, the thanks is principally owing to the Rettor himſelf, whoſe 
Singular Good-Will to the Diſſenters, inclin'd him to an caſte compliance with the agree- 
able Requeſt of his private friends. 

. Some Feſuirs have afferted, That it's only a Venial Sin to calumniate falſly, to maintain 
their own honour, and to ruine the Credit of thoſe they take for-their Enemies. They 
have in many caſes notoriouſly praQtiſe® accordingly, F. | 

Though the Refor does not profeſſedly eſpouſe this Principle, yet his ind Zeal hath 
notoriouſly betray'd him into the ſame Prattice. 

\. Perhaps, he'll be argry, that hzs foul-play (to uſe. his own: words) # brought upon the lage 


; @nd thus openly, but juftly, taxr. Epiſt. 


Tt is no more my diſpoſition than his, to expoſe any man's millake, while it kezps in Doors, 


&d contains it ſelf within any bounds of modeſty and privacy, ibid- But when the ſacred Laws 
"of Truth are boldly and openly violated, and the Wounds of the Church are made to: 


bleed afreth, by ſuch as ſhould apply healing Remedies, it's high time to un-deceive the 
World, to affert the Intereſts of Religion, and to expoſe the ſubtle Artifices of deſigning Men _ 


+ p. 27, 28. $ Myſt of Feſuitiſm, P. 361. 371. & P. 366- 370. 390. 422. 
FINIS. 


| Advertiſement. | 
FT. #ST the Retor: ſhould Glory over-much in his Mighty Diſcovery, it is thought convenient 
1 Acquaint the World, That his Mr. Calvin (alias the Reverend Mr. Roger Baldwin) 
DeteBted and Expoſed the ſelf-ſame Miſtake, Jong before ths Author, in an Ordination-Sermor,. 
« ſundry then prejent, are ready 10 teſtifie. 
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